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Geographical location

Located in the southwestern part of Poland, 
the Kaczawskie Mountains form a part of the 

Sudetes mountain range. The southern boundary of the 
Kaczawskie Mountains is marked by the Sudetic fault, 
which separates them from Jelenia Góra valley. On the west-
ern side, they border on the foothills of the Jizera Mountains across 
the River Bóbr valley. The same river also forms the southern edge of the 
range, separating it from the Jelenia Góra valley and the Rudawy Janowickie 
range. In the east, the River Nysa Szalona divides the Kaczawskie Mountains 
from the Bolkowskie Foothills with equal clarity. In the north, the range 
crosses into the Kaczawskie Foothills, stretching out between the valleys of 
the Bóbr and the Nysa Szalona, ending in the north at the Silesian-Lusatian 
Lowlands. 
 The Kaczawskie Mountains are divided into four basic ridges: the East, the 
North, the Small, and the South Ridge. The first stretches from Domanowski 
Pass (498 m a.s.l.) and the upper valley of the Nysa Szalona in the east to the 
valley of the River Kaczawa in the west.  The North Ridge culminates at Okole 
peak (714 m a.s.l.) and is hemmed by the valleys of the Bóbr on the western side 
and the Kaczawa on the eastern side. In the north, from Jelenia Góra, between 
the valleys of the Ochotnica and the Bóbr extends the Small Ridge, the highest 
point of which is Mount Szybowcowa (561 m a.s.l.). The South Ridge, peaking 
at Skopiec (724 m a.s.l.), stretches from the valley of the Lipka and Ochotnica in 
the west to the bordering valley of the Bóbr. The Ołowiane [Lead] Mountains, 
also a part of the ridge, have their highest peak at Turzec (684 m a.s.l.), and 
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also feature Różanka peak (628 m a.s.l.), which was at one time a magnificent 
vantage point. The Kaczawskie Foothills rise to an average height of 300 to 400 
m a.s.l., with their highest peak being Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka (501 m a.s.l.). 
They are made up partly of a plateau, on top of which some individual peaks 
rise, and partially of an undulating highland punctuated by river valleys.
 Together the Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills occupy an area of 1075 
km2, the former occupying about 305 thousand km2, and the latter about 770 
thousand km2. The longitudinal 
axis of the region is the Kaczawa 
River valley, from which the names 
of the mountains and the foothills 
are derived. The river has its source 
in the Ołowiane Mountains and 
flows through the communities of 
Wojcieszów, Świerzawa, Złotoryja 
and Legnica. 

The Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills – 
historical outline

T he Kaczawskie Mountains make up a part of the Western Sudetes in the 
southwestern part of Silesia, and their history is tightly intertwined with 

the history of the district. In the 8th and 9th centuries the area was inhab-
ited by the Slavic Bobrzanie and Trzebowianie tribes. In 885 Lower Silesia fell 
under the rule of the Great Moravian State, formed in the early 9th century, 
which may have brought along with it conversion to Christianity of the peo-
ples living there. Then, at the beginning of the 10th century, the lands came 
under the control of the young Czech State. In the mid-10th century, however, 
the Polish tribes, having been united under Mieszko I in 990, annexed all of 
Silesia to the Polish State. In the year 1000 the entire region came under the 
authority of the newly formed Diocese of Wrocław.
 In 1138, after the death of Duke Bolesław III the Wry-mouthed, a period 
of feudal fragmentation took place in Poland, which led to the division of 
Silesia into a collection of Duchies. Henry I the Bearded, and later his son 
Henry II the Pious, governed the entire region, and had designs on the throne 
of Poland, but the death of the latter on 9 April 1241 at the Battle of Legnica 
put an end to those designs. Silesia, 
devastated by the Mongol invasion, 
was quickly carved up among its 
young dukes. The region came to be 
divided into two parts. Its larger sec-
tion was in the Jawor Duchy (Jawor, 
Jelenia Góra and Lwówek Coun-
ties), and the smaller section was in 
the Duchy of Legnica (the area sur-

Panoramic view from the village of Sokołowiec onto Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka

The Połom Mountain

The Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills are 
a paradise for cyclists

Fragment of the sarcophagus of Duke 
Bolko I the Strict
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rounding Złotoryja). Duke Bolko I the 
Strict (†1301), became the progenitor of 
the Świdnica-Jawor line, whose duchy was 
to remain continually independent longer 
than any other in the region, while others 
came under the rule of the Czech crown. 
Only after the death of Bolko II the Small 
(†1368), and then the passing of his wife 
Agnieszka in 1392, would the entire duchy 
come to be a part of the Czech Kingdom. 
The Duchy of Legnica was initially ruled 
by the son of Bolesław II Rogatka, Henry 
V the Fat (†1296), and later by Bolesław 

III of Legnica. In 1329 the duchy became a fiefdom of the Czech Kings, In 
1364 Duke Ludwig I of Brzeg (†1398) succeed his brother Wenceslas as the 
ruler of the Duchy of Legnica, creating a single organism to be known as the 
Duchy of Legnica and Brzeg, which he governed wisely and industriously, 
repaying its debts and spurring economic growth. In 1379 he received a docu-
ment from Wenceslas IV, King of the Romans and King of Bohemia, guarantee-
ing the integrity of the duchy. As subjects of the Czech crown, all of Silesia was 
incorporated into the monarchy of the Austrian Habsburg line in 1526.
 In the area of Lwówek Śląski and Złotoryja, gold and silver mining de-
veloped before the feudal fragmentation in the 13th century. In the remain-
ing unsettled areas, which were as a result not cultivated, a drive to establish 
was conducted as early as the 12th century, enticing settlers with favourable 
condition – most frequently consisting of a temporary tax amnesty and the 
establishment of permanently fixed duties. At first, the people were settled 
under Polish law, and after the 13th century also under the German Magde-
burg Rights, at which time some of the former villages were converted to the 
Magdeburg Rights, and some had new settlers added. One of the first cities 
to be incorporated in 1211 based on the Magdeburg Rights set of privileges 
was Złotoryja. The massive effort to bring people from Germany and other 
western countries was begun by Henry the Bearded. It was particularly in-
tensified after the Battle of Legnica in 1241 and the ravaging of Silesia by the 
Mongols. This population supported itself through agriculture and trade, as 
well as sometimes through production of fabric and later of canvas.
 Finding itself under the Czech rule, the Dukes of Silesia still remained in 
the orbit of the influences of the German Empire, from whom they adopted 
customs and culture. New currents also flowed from Czech, such as the Hus-
site movement. This, however, resulted mainly in invasions such as those in 
1425, 1428, and 1434, which devastated many communities. The real religious 

breakthrough took place in the 16th century with 
the arrival of the first Protestant preachers. By 1518, 
only a year after Martin Luther’s protest in Witten-
berg, Melchior Hoffmann gave his first Lutheran 
sermon in the village of Nowy Kościół on the lands 
of the Zedlitz family. Similar sermons were given 
in Świerzawa, shortly after, and the town was home 
to an Evangelical congregation beginning in 1524. 
Events followed similarly in the other cities of the 
Kaczawskie Foothills. Not long afterward a signifi-
cant part of the population accepted the new faith, 
and the majority of the churches were taken from 
the Catholics. Within the Lutheran church itself, 
however, there was no unity. By 1529 the radical 
reformer Caspar Schwenckfeld of Złotoryja had es-
tablished a splinter faction. Beginning in the mid-
16th century the idea of Calvinism began to reach 
the area, which was accepted by the Piasts of Legnica, among others. 
 Religious strife in Europe soon became one of the causes of the wars that 
engulfed nearly the entire continent, collectively known as the Thirty Years’ 
War (1618-1648). The armies of Sweden and Austria marched through Silesia, 
repeatedly sacking villages and towns, driving many of the blossoming com-
munities to complete ruin, from which some of them would never completely 
recover. The Peace of Westphalia established in 1648, guaranteed rulers the 
authority to enforce their own religion over their subjects. For this reason, 
the Silesia of the Habsburgs was to formally become a Catholic country. The 
Counter Reformation took place, as a result of which most of the churches 
were converted back to Catholicism, and Protestants of the Kaczawskie re-
gion were only allowed to construct three new houses of worship (in Jawor, 
Głogów and Świdnica), which came to be known as the “Peace Churches”. 
Only in the Duchy of Legnica, where the rulers were Protestants, Lutherans 
maintained the majority of their privileges, which were dramatically slashed 
after the death of the last of the Piasts to sit on the throne – George William 
(†1675) – and the incorporation of the Duchy into direct Imperial authority. 
It was only after the Treaty of Altranstädt (1707) that Lutherans were permit-
ted to build another six churches, and over a hundred others were returned to 
them. 
 Major social, political, and economic changes were brought by the three 
Silesian Wars (1740-1763), as a result of which Silesia came to be occupied 
and ruled by Prussia. By 1742, the Prussians had granted permission to the 
Lutherans to build their own churches, which sprung up in nearly every com-

The Battle of Legnica, 1241

Albrecht von Waldstein, commander and 
politician during the Thirty Years’ War
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munity. The Silesian Wars, which brought with 
them the closure of many of the area’s existing 
markets, combined with the development of the 
mechanised textile industry in England, led to 
the collapse of the local fabric trade, from which 
a significant portion of the local population had 
earned its living. This, in turn, led to heated pro-
tests by textile workers in 1792 and 1793, which 
were in many communities subdued using mili-
tary force, as in Bolków.
 Further political and economic changes took 
place with the capture of Silesia by Napoleon’s 
armies. The defeated Prussians, forced to pay co-
lossal reparations, secularised all of the monastic 

lands and seized their possessions in 1810, selling them on to lay people. At 
the same time, political and economic reforms were put in place in Prussia, 
giving autonomy to the larger cities and eliminating many economic barriers, 
which, among other changes, allowed Jews, who had been prohibited from 
conducting practically any economic activity in Silesia since the Middle Ages, 
to engage in trade. 
 In the 19th century local industry began to develop, blossoming particu-
larly in the latter half of the century. The opening of the railroad network had 
a significant influence on that development. The region’s industry focused on 
mining (in communities such as Wojcieszów and the Złotoryja areas), but 
advances in agriculture also took place as a result of land reform. This pe-
riod also saw the emergence of large-scale tourism, and the mountain and 
hill areas were developed to meet the needs of holiday travellers. Another fac-
tor driving development in Silesia was military victory by the Prussians over 
Denmark and Austria, and more significantly, over France in 1870 and 1871, 
after which the lands of Germany were unified, and the German Empire was 
formed. That same Empire, however, helped to cause the outbreak of the First 
World War in 1914, in which Germany was defeated and its Emperor forced 
to abdicate in 1918. The Weimar Republic that followed was torn by numer-
ous social and political conflicts, exacerbated further by the global economic 
depression. These and other causes led to the seizure of power by the Hitler’s 
National Socialists in 1933 in Germany. This Nazi party had very strong sup-
port in the Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills, and by March 1933 they had 
taken over governments in nearly every district in the region.
 In 1939 Nazi Germany sparked the Second World War. Initially, the effect 
of the war was not felt in the Kaczawskie region. Over time, however, more 

and more forced labourers appeared in the area, being 
used by the Germans to replace the men who had been 
inducted into the army and were dying on the fronts. 
Even before 1939, all Jews had been deprived of their 
property, and in time they would be removed to concen-
tration camps. Camps of this type, which after the war 
also became prisons for people from conquered nations, 
were scattered throughout the foothills of the region. 
 The defeat of Germany in 1945 and the decisions of 
the victorious powers at the Potsdam Conference granted 
Silesia to Poland. By April and May of that year, the first 
representatives of the Polish government began to arrive. 
From 1946 to 1948 the bulk of the German population 
emigrated, and they were gradually replaced by Polish 
settlers, frequently expelled by the Russians from the 
former eastern territories of the Second Polish Republic.
 The Poland that was reborn after the war became a 
Socialist state, governed by Communists who were under the complete con-
trol of Moscow. This was reflected in the economy, which was completely 
nationalised. Nevertheless, industry in the area was successfully rebuilt and 
developed, while agriculture remained in large measure dependent on state-
run farms. These farms, in administrating the former landholdings of Silesia’s 
aristocratic families, allowed their palatial manor houses to fall into ruin. Po-
litical changes after 1989 and the slowing of the economy then led to the col-
lapse of many industries, but also to the creation of private companies, which 
were performing well in the new set of economic realities.
 Changes in local attitudes and mentalities have also taken place. Over 
many years, the Polish settlers grew accustomed to their new geographic and 
cultural environment, until the third generation, having been born in Silesia, 
came to feel completely at home here in the 1990s. In nearly every town a 
throng of community clubs sprung up, which already functioned in a highly 
institutional form by the early 1960s. The preservation and reconstruction of 
forgotten landmarks and monuments was undertaken, and many local cul-
tural events were organised, such as the ‘Bread Fair’ and the ‘Concerts for 
Peace’ in Jawor, the ‘Muchów Scythe’ in Muchów, the Festival of Bread in 
Nowy Kościół, the Midsummer’s Night Celebration in Sędziszowa, Świerzawa 
Days, the ‘Baked Potato Festival’ in Piotrowice, the Gold Panning Champi-
onships in Złotoryja, Wojcieszów Days, the Knightly Tournament in Bolków 
and many more.

Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher, 
one of the most important Prussian 
commanders of the Napoleonic wars

The Battle of Katzbach
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Geological makeup

The landscape of the Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills is extraordinar-
ily varied, mainly because of the complex geological makeup of the land. 

This part of the Sudetes mountain chain is a metaphor for the Kaczawskie 
region – an extensive geological unit whose borders reach to the Wałbrzyskie 
Foothills, the foothills of the Jizera Mountains, and the Sudetes Foothills. It 
is made up mainly of stone deposited during successive ocean floods during 
the Palaeozoic metamorphosed during orogenic movements in the later geo-
logical epochs. The oldest stones in the region are the Radzimowice Cambric 
shales, formed 500-600 million years ago. Somewhat younger are the dolo-
mitic limestone and greenstone of the Wojcieszów region. The mountains 
themselves, and especially the foothills, would not appear as they do today if 
not for the volcanism of the Miocene epoch. It was during the Miocene that 

the basalts of the area were formed. As an exam-
ple, Wilcza Góra (367 m a.s.l.) above Złotoryja is 
a lava neck, or the remains of a volcanic chimney 
trough which basaltic lava flowed up to a crater. 
In 1959 the peak was designated as a protected re-
serve due to a very curious arrangement of basalt 
columns uncovered during mining operations. 
Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka (501 m a.s.l.) and 
Czartowska Skała [Devil’s Rock] (463 m a.s.l.) are 
also volcanic necks. Crosscut of the basalt and granite layers  

in the Regional Museum in Jawor

Natural Reserve at Miłek Mountain
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Gold and minerals

Geological processes including the motion of the Earth’s crust 
have caused the region to be extraordinarily rich in stones and 

minerals. The earth of the area contains pyrite, azurite, malachite, 
native silver, agate, amethyst, crystal, ruby, garnet, topaz, tourma-
line, emerald, calcite, anhydrite and gypsum. Veins of gold have 
also been known of in the Kaczawskie Foothills since the Middle 

Ages, and fortune hunters have panned the Bóbr and the Kaczawa in 
search of it. Gold has been mined in the areas of Lwówek Śląski and 

Złotoryja (meaning Golden Snout, and the German name of which, 
Goldberg, means Golden Mountain). Ore metals are also richly repre-

sented in the area - copper, lead, silver and iron, which have been mined here 
since the Middle Ages, including those in deposits in Radzimowice near Wo-
jcieszów - a former mining town. When still known as Altenberg (Old Moun-
tain), Radzimowice was famed for being one of the largest centres of arsenic 

ore, copper, and lead ore mining in Lower Silesia. Iron ore, on the oth-
er hand, has been mined at Górzec (445 m a.s.l.) near Męcinka 

and Rosocha (465 m a.s.l.), near Stanisławów (in that area 
a barite mine was also in operation), and copper ore was 
extracted in the areas of Leszczyna and Chełmiec. 
After the Second World War, searches for ura-

nium were conducted in the area around 
Wojcieszów. Some of the old mine works 
– in Lubiechowa, Przeździedza, Nowy 
Kościół, Zagrodno or Płóczki Górne 
are now meccas for mineral hunters. 

Particularly valued around the world 
are the agates of the region.

Nature

The enormous natural treasures of the Kaczawskie 
Mountains and Foothills have earned the region the 

nickname “the Wild Kaczawskie”. In spring and sum-
mer they are transformed into a true kingdom of wild 
orchids, including the Sword-leaved Helleborine, the 
White Helleborine, Martogon Lillies, Twayblades, La-
dy’s Slipper Orchids, Heath Spotted Orchids and many 
more. Flowers are especially bountiful in the expansive 
grasslands in the Wojcieszów, Radzimowice, Podgórki, 
Lipa, and Stare Rochowice areas. Also home to rare 
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flora are the Purple Moor Grass meadows 
near Pomocne and Muchów, where gladio-
lus imbricatus and dianthus superbus can be 
found. In their compositions, the woodlands 
here are reminiscent of primeval forests. In 
addition to spruce, there is a very significant 
proportion of beech, and more maple, oak 
and lime than in the neighbouring regions. 
In springtime, when the brilliant green 
leaves stand out strikingly against the dark 
evergreen of the spruce, or in the autumn, 
when the leafy trees parade their inexhaust-
ible painterly imagination, the beauty of the 
forests of Kaczawskie reaches its full glory. 
The most ecologically valuable parts of the 
Kaczawskie Mountains and Foothills are 
within the protected “Chełmy” Landscape 
Park and nature preserves of Buczyna Storc-
zykowa at Białe Skały, Buki Sudeckie, Miłek 
Mountain, Nad Groblą, Ostrzyca Proboszc-
zowicka, Wąwóz Myśliborski, Wąwóz Lipa, 
Wąwóz Siedmica, and Wilcza Góra.

Architectural landmarks

Some of most magnificent architectural 
treasures in the region can be found 

in Jawor, home to the International Bread 
Fair and the famed Concerts of Peace. The 
city boasts the beauty of the Peace Church, 
which is featured in the UNESCO World 
Cultural Heritage list. In Złotoryja, which 
was the first community in Silesia to be 
granted town rights in 1211, and the site of 
the International Gold Panning Champi-
onships, it is the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary that draws 
the eye. The pride of Świerzawa is the Church of St. John the Baptist and St. 
Catherine of Alexandria, where a set of medieval frescoes is found, unlike any 
others in the country. Other magnificent 
examples of the architecture of the region 
are the castles that adorn the hilltops, such 
as Grodziec, Bolków and Świny, the medi-
eval tower in Siedlęcin, and the local pal-
aces, the greatest concentration of which is 
in Wojcieszów, but which can be found in 
nearly every village. 

Field poppies in the region of Lipa

Fire salamander

Primula

The Neo-Gothic palace in Sokołowiec

The Peace Church in Jawor

The Castle in the village of Świny
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Tourist infrastructure

The topography of the Kaczawskie 
Mountains, local attractions, and the 

rich network of well-marked trails make for 
a wide variety of holiday activities. A set of 
fascinating trails runs through the region: 
the European Walking Route E3 (blue), the 
Extinct Volcano Route (yellow), the Piast 
Castle Route (green), the Cistercian Route, 

and the marked section of St. Jacob’s Road. The most interesting places fea-
ture informational plaques and educational trails. The Kaczawskie Mountains 
are especially favoured by cyclists. The bicycle trails through the picturesque 
mountains draw cycling enthusiasts from all over Poland during the season. 
Lovers of snow sports can take advantage of lifts on Łysa Mountain above Dzi-
wiszów, where a Winter Sports Microstation operates. Fans of enduro motor-
cycle racing can run in or enjoy watching events 
in the area around Nowy Kościół. Wojcieszów is 
a marvellous place for spelunkers, who organise 
the Caving Technique Championships of Poland 
in the town. Mount Szybowcowa, rising above 
the community of Jeżów Sudecki, offers on of the 
loveliest views of the Karkonosze range and the 
Jelenia Góra valley, and is also a paradise for pa-
ragliders. Over recent years, the accommodation 
options in the Kaczawskie Mountains and Foot-
hill have significantly broadened. At their core is 
the large number of bed and breakfast options, 
which are complemented 
by hostels and a number 
of hotels (a list of accom-
modation options follows 
at the back of this publica-
tion).

Bolków

This city is located on the Nysa Szalona where it is met by Rochowicka 
Creek, at the boundary between the Kaczawskie Foothills and Mountains 

and the Bolkowskie Foothills. 
 Bolków was founded as a market town in the 13th century. It was granted 
town rights sometime before 1276, possibly in the year 1250. Beginning in the 
14th century it was known as Gaj, or Bolkowy Gaj (Ger: Bolkhain), after Duke 
Bolko I. In the 14th century it was ringed with a city wall, and the Holy Ghost 
Hospital and parish church were built. According to unconfirmed sources, 
the Knights Templar also settled in the town at that time. 
 Bolków’s prosperity was due to its advantageous location on the trade 
route leading from Czech to Legnica, and to the careful rule of the Dukes who 
resided in the town’s castle. However, when the Świdnica-Jawor line of the 
Piast dynasty died out in 1392 and Bolków was annexed by Czech, it dwindled 
in significance, becoming a private town owned by the Zedlitz family, among 
others. 

Cyclists in the Kaczawskie Mountains

Bicycle Trail Tour of the Battle 
of Katzbach

The Winter Sports Microstation in Łysa Mountain The Bolków Castle
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  In 1345 Bolków successfully defended itself against the armies of Czech, 
but in 1444 it was captured and burned by the Hussites. It was plagued by 
natural disasters: epidemics (1553 and 1583), floods (1567, 1570 and 1573), 
and even an earthquake (1590). The town was burned several times during 
the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). Nevertheless, thanks to its royal privileges, 
the town was able to rebuild time and again. Among the most important of 
the privileges were the one-mile law granted in 1528, and rights to two fairs 
(1532) and three markets (1534). In 1608 the city purchased the right to hold 
legal courts. In the 16th and 17th centuries, the main source of income for 
the town’s inhabitants, outside of trade, was the production of linen. In 1708 
Baron von Zedlitz sold Bolków, together with the castle, to the Cistercians 
from Krzeszów, who kept ownership of it until the monastery was disbanded 
in 1810.

 In 1809 a small-mechanised linen mill was founded in Bolków. In 1818 
the town became the county seat, until it was liquidated in 1932. In 1890 the 
railway was connected to the town, which led to the development of small 
industries: a mill, a fabric factory, a sawmill, a brewery and a leather clothing 
shop.
 During the Second World War the textile plants were converted to mili-
tary production, and the Nazis dug a system of tunnels and chambers un-
derneath neighbouring Ryszard Hill, which became an underground factory, 
probably for aircraft parts. Prisoners from the local branch of the Gross-Rosen 
concentration camp were used to excavate the tunnels and work in the plant. 
In 1945 the underground tunnels where the manufacturing took place were 
blown up. 
 During that same year the Nazis are thought to have concealed the stolen 
Amber Room in the castle.  From 1947 to 1949 a secret training facility for the 
Jewish Haganah paramilitary organization was in operation in Bolków, the 
soldiers from which were sent on to Palestine. From 1957 to 1965 the Centre 
for Knowledge of Western Lands operated there, the head of which was the 
well-known Sudetes guide Tadeusz Steć.

T he castle has always been inseparably linked to the city. This Gothic construc-
tion, now a permanent ruin, was mentioned in historical sources for the first 

time in 1277. It was one of the most important fortresses of the Świdnica-Jawor 
Dukes. After the Świdnica-Jawor line was extinguished, the castle changed hands 
frequently. In the mid-16th century it was expanded by Jakob von Salza. The ex-
terior walls were built with towers, and a three-story “Ladies House”. The castle 
was taken and destroyed by the Swedes in 1646, and underwent another round 
of renovations between 1703 and 1715. On 20 October 1795, a fire destroyed the 
residential portion, which was, however, quickly rebuilt. After it was taken over by 
the Prussian treasury in 1810, it rapidly fell into ruin. A museum functioned there 
between the World Wars, with a rich collection of weapons, and outdoor theatre 
events were held. At present, the castle is a branch of the Karkonoskie Museum in 
Jelenia Góra. A vibrant Brotherhood of Knights is active at the castle, hosting Lower 
Silesia’s largest – and one of Poland’s largest – National Tournaments of Knights 
every June (since 1995).  The castle is also the site of many other regular cultural 
events, such as the internationally famed Castle Party event. Scenes from the televi-
sion series “The Witcher” were filmed here.
 The focal point of the castle is the 28-metre stone tower, with its unique, peaked 
shape (for which it is known as the “Wedge Tower”, which protected it against mis-
sile attacks from the most accessible, southwestern side. Its walls reach 4.5 metres 
in thickness at the base. A wooden staircase leads to the entrance, which is 9 me-
tres above ground. In 1813, Russian soldiers hunted through the castle’s cellars for 
treasures believed to have been hidden by Napoleon’s armies.

Projection of Bolków Castle

to parking lot

LEGEND:

A - Great Tower
B i C - former residential-housekeeping portion
D - Ladies’ House
E - Great Gate
F - Cistern
G - Guard House

I - Main Courtyard (c. 13th)
II - Great Courtyard (c. 16th)
III - Tournament Courtyard
IV - Outer Courtyard

walls, cliffs
viewing points
museum
stones
stairs
roads
trees

1 i 2 - Bastion
3 i 4 - rectangular artillery holes
5 - round bastion (former tower)
6 - bastion
7 - Great Bastion
8 - Half-shell Tower
9 - round bastion (former tower)
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 The centre of the large, rectangular Market Square 
is occupied by the City Hall, erected atop the remains of a 
14th century building, and damaged by fire in 1632. After 
being reconstructed in 1670, it was completely remod-
elled in 1827 in the Classicist style. It is surrounded by 
townhouses, of which the arcaded houses on the western 
frontage dating from the 18th century are particularly 
notable. The Square is home to the “Angelic Fountain”, in 
the middle of which a figure of a boy reading a book was 
placed in September 2002, a twin of the figure standing in 
the town’s German sister city of Borken.
 St. Jadwiga’s Church is located at the top of the 
Square. The church is first mentioned in historical sourc-
es as early as 1298, but it is known to have been built be-
fore that. In the 14th century, a side nave was added to the 
main body of the church, which is in the shape of a Greek 

cross. In 1846 the church was rebuilt with a hipped roof, which erased its Gothic 
character. Some interesting architectural details are the crossed arches, on the key-
stones of which are the heads of St. Jadwiga and the Dukes Henry the Bearded, 
Bolesław Rogatka, Konrad I, Henry III and Władysław (The Bishop of Salzburg). 
Above the entrance on the North Side are three Gothic figures dating from about 
the year 1400, depicting the Holy Mother, St. Barbara, and St. Catherine. On the 
walls of the stone presbytery are epitaphs from the 16th and 17th centuries. In front 
of the main entrance is a Baroque figure of St. John Nepomucen. Next to it is a 
monument dedicated to exiles sent to Siberia.

Czaple

 Czaple is located in the western part of the county of Złotoryja on the route 
connecting Złotoryja with Lwówek Śląski. The diffuse construction of the village 
was established by the former independent settlements, which were united into a 
single entity in the 19th century. From the beginning of its existence, the develop-
ment of Czaple has been tied to the sandstone quarries located in the upper and 
lower parts of the village. It was the stone cut here that built the nearby Grodziec 
Castle and a number of other structures in Lower Silesia.  Particularly noteworthy 
is the cluster of six crosses of reconciliation (penance crosses) in the western part 
of the village.

Stone crosses – reconciliation crosses 

Along with the increased push to develop Silesia with the help of German set-
tlers that began at the turn of the 13th century came customs originating west 

of the border. Jurisprudence in court disputes was based on the “list of customary 
laws” established in Saxony (known as the Saxon Mirror). One of its provisions was 
the possibility of paying money to escape the death penalty. This was based on the 
example of the “unintentional” killing, in which the murderer paid damages to the 
family of the victim, with their agreement[Lat. compositio]. Usually the murderer 
would be required to incur all of the funeral costs, 
pay for the court proceedings, and give an appro-
priate sum to the family of the victim. From the 
documents that have been preserved, we know of 
instances in which such measures were taken as 
the purchase by the guilty of a proper amount of 
grain for the family of the deceased, payment for 
the bathing of the dead, and funding of a meal 
for the funeral attendees. A further obligation of 
the murderer was to pay for the entire memorial 
ceremony, the purchase of a casket, and the com-
missioning of a suitable number of Holy Masses 
(i.e. dedicated to the patron of peaceful death, 
St. Barbara, for intercession on behalf of the de-
ceased). In addition, the murderer was to make 
a pilgrimage, or commission another person to 

Wedge tower at Bolków Castle

The Castle Party in Bolków Reconciliation cross near  
the village of Czaple
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make one for him. The culmination of the agreement was the order to establish a 
reconciliation monument.  This could take the form of a shrine or a cross. Various 
materials were used for this purpose. Wooden monuments, less resistant to the ef-
fects of weather, did not survive the passage of time. Stone shrines and crosses are 
the most commonly encountered of this type of medieval monument in the Sudetes. 
They were typically made by stoneworkers on commission by the accused. The form 
of the monument was established in advance, and the monument itself was to stand 
in a place chosen by the family. Customarily, this was either the place of death or a 
crossroads (some crosses were later moved to the vicinity of churches). Most of those 
which survived to the present are stone crosses known as penitence crosses or rec-
onciliation crosses. They are made from local materials and the majority of them 
bear visible engravings identifying the murder. Most frequently, a sword or knife 
is engraved on the cross, which can in some cases help to identify the time when 
it was made. The oldest cross from Lower Silesia comes from the year 1305 and is 
located in the village of Stanowice near Strzegom. Over the years, the stone crosses 
have lost their original function and have in many cases been destroyed or moved 
to a different location. In the 16th century, when the law was made harsher, and 
compensation ceased to exist in practice, stone crosses were made to commemorate 
various events. 

Dobków

Dobków is one of the prettiest villages in 
the Sudetes. Situated amid mountains 

and far from urban centres, it has the ideal 
conditions for communing with nature. The 
almost completely-preserved elongated village 
creates a special atmosphere that appeals to re-
gional artists. In contrast to other settlements 
in the region the fate of Dobków has run along 
completely different tracks. The first settle-
ment was established in the 13th century, but 
already by the next century the town was men-
tioned as part of the estate of the Cistercians 
from Lubiąż. Dobków remained in the hands 
of the monks until 1810. That means that dur-
ing the stormy history of the area the village 
remained a Catholic stronghold. Even today 
almost every farm has its own shrine or cross, 
and the piety of the former inhabitants of Dob-
ków was known across the whole of the Duchy. 
The most important point in the village has for 
centuries been St Giles’ Church. This is a mod-
est tri-nave building with a two-bay rectangu-
lar nave. The first church stood on this spot in 
1399. As a result of a complete overhaul in the 
18th century the church acquired its current 
Baroque appearance. The interior has retained 
wooden galleries, an organ front and a Baroque 
high altar. The vault is covered by paintings de-
picting the four Evangelists. Among the most 
interesting elements must be the 17th-century 
baptismal font and the 17th-century Pieta. Ad-
joining the church wall is a Late-Gothic chapel 

St. Joseph’s Chapel in Czaple Gothic chapel in Dobków

Figure of St. John Nepomucen in Dobków
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currently used during funerals. The Shrine Trail runs through the village, 
and makes it possible to get to know folk religious art from the turn of the 
20th century.

 Dobków has a CRAFT ECOMUSEUM (Ekomuzeum Rzemiosła), which is one 
of a kind. There are no walls and museum restrictions here. Everyone can touch the 
exhibits and talk with the artists. The craftsmen invite you into their workshops, the 
bee-keepers are happy to tell you about collecting and processing honey, while the 
farmers will tell you about work on the farm. 

Grobla 

N estled in the very heart of the “Chełmy” 
Landscape Park, Grobla is thought to be one 

of the loveliest communities in the area. Its diffuse 
construction, made up principally of single-family 
homes, reaches along the Nysa Mała riverbank, 
which forms a gorge there. The history of Grobla 
is mysterious and shrouded in fog. It is believed 
that in pre-Christian times the centre of a pagan 
cult existed here, to which the name of the tourist 
lodge north of the village alludes (the Poganka, or 
“Pagan Lady”). The first written information on the 
village is related to the founding of the church there 
in 1399. The name of the first owner of the village 
given is Schindel, whose grave stone from 1473 can 
be found inside the town’s church. The church it-
self has undergone continual minor renovations 
over its history, and is now one of the best examples 
of Gothic architecture in the county of Jawor. The 
main portal is worthy of note, decorated with three 
pinnacles. There is a reconciliation cross inside the 
stone wall that surrounds the church. Grobla’s most 
characteristic architectural landmark is its 16th-
century manor house. In the southern part of the 
complex the remains of an old moat can be seen. 
A comprehensive renovation was undertaken at the 
beginning of the 20th century, giving it its current 
appearance. 

 To the west of the village is the “Nad Groblą” Na-
ture Preserve. Special protection is given here to one of 
the largest concentrations of the Sorbus torminalis in 
Poland, also known as the Wild Service Tree, as well 
to other species of plants that grow on various types of 
volcanic stone. The distinctive characteristic of the pre-
serve is the presence of “pillow lava”. 

St. Giles Church in Dobków

Broad-leaved Helleborine

St. Anne’s Church in Grobla

Palace in Grobla
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Grodziec

Grodziec is a small village at the edge of the Kaczawskie Foothills. From 
the very beginning of its existence it was linked to the castle, which 

rises up on a 389m-high hill. The mountain itself is a typical “neck”, a vol-
canic landform created when magna hardens within the vent of an active 
volcano. Rising up on the summit of Grodziec (the same name applies to 
the castle, mountain and village) is an imposing castle. It probably already 
existed there in the Early Middle Ages, as a base for the Bobrzanie tribe. The 
first confirmed sources relating to the building date from the 12th century. 
In the further stages of its construction the wood-earth fortifications were 
transformed into stone ones. During the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) the 
castle was conquered by Albrecht Wallenstein’s troops. From that time on 
the castle was left in ruin right up until the 19th century. It was then that the 
castle was taken over by Count Heinrich VI von Hochberg. The restoration 
work carried out was interrupted by the Napoleonic Wars. The following 
years saw a growing interest in Grodziec. It was lovingly rebuilt to become 
one of the greatest attractions in the area, housing a museum and hotel. 
Currently the castle plays host to numerous Knightly Tourneys. Grodziec’s 
popularity increased at the start of the 20th century due to the rich baron 
and entrepreneur Willibald von Dirksen. For the reconstruction of the cas-

tle the new owner employed 
the most famous architect 
and restorer in Germany at 
the time – Bodo Ebhardt, 
known for such work as the 
reconstruction of Czocha 
Castle. It’s thanks to him that 
the castle regained its medi-
eval quality and still delights 
visitors today.

 The castle walls were the setting 
for a reality-TV program based on 
the medieval way of life, which was 
popular in Sweden and Russian. Be-
cause of the demands of the film crew 
the castle was closed for visitors for a 
number of months.

 The church located at the foot 
of the castle dates from the 18th 
century and stands on the site of 
an older building destroyed during 
the Thirty Years’ War. The tower 
adjoining the main body of the 
church dates from 1826.

Castle courtyard

Grodziec Castle

The Grodziec Castle

Entrance Gate to the Castle Boroughs
Castle Boroughs
3.Gate Tower
4.- Donjon
5.- Galleries
6.- Caponier
7.-Courtyard
8.- Palatium
9.- The North tower (Old)
10.- Lapidarium
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Jawor

T his town is set on the River Nysa Szalona in the centre of Lower Silesia 
on the Jawor Plain, a part of the Chojnów Plateau. It takes its name from 

the “Jawor” tree (Acer pseudoplatanus, Eng: sycamore), a type of maple.
Human settlement here dates to 5000 years BCE. While Jawor became a town 
chartered according to the Magdeburg Rights in 1242, Slavic settlement had 
already existed before that time. Its urban plan was laid out when the city was 
incorporated, a design that still survives today. 
 Beginning in 1278, Jawor was the capital of an independent duchy, which 
formally existed as an administrative unit until 1742. Initially it was the 
Świdnica-Jawor Piast line that held power here, granting the town a succes-
sion of privileges, which contributed to its economic development. After the 
death of Duke Bolko II (1368), his widow lived there – the Duchess Agniesz-
ka. Following her death in 1392, the Duchy came under Czech power. Jawor 
became the seat of the King’s official governors – the Starosts.
 In 1429 the town fended off an attack by Hussite forces. In 1459 King 
George of Poděbrady stayed here. In 1527 the first Protestant services were 
held here, and shortly thereafter the majority of the population took up the 
new faith. In the 16th century production of and trade in linen developed. 
This successful development was interrupted by the Thirty Years’ War (1618-

1648), during which Jawor was repeatedly occupied by 
military forces, and in 1648 it was burned to the ground. 
One of the provisions of the Peace of Westphalia, which 
brought the war to an end, was permission for protestants 
to build a church in Jawor, known as the Peace Church 
(1654) which drew the faithful from the entire Duchy and 
its surrounding area. In 1683, at first largely for the needs 
of that church, Johann Oeckel established the first printing 
house here.
 The town was burned several times during the Silesian 
Wars (1744 and 1745). The following fire, on 2 August 
1776, destroyed 137 buildings. King Frederic II, travel-
ling personally to the town, offered financial assistance 
(106,000 thalers). The administrative reform carried out 

by the Prussians reduced the town’s standing 
to a village, and Jawor would never re-attain 
its former administrative importance. In 1856 
the railway was connected to the town, and 
in 1919 an electrical grid was established. A 
series of small factories was established to 
manufacture such goods as horse-drawn car-
riages, coal and gas stoves.
 On 12 February 1945 the Red Army took 
the city, destroying in the process two of the 
frontages of the Main Square. On 28 April a 
group arrived representing the government of Poland. The first Polish mayor 
was Józef Bartoszewicz. From 1946 to 1948, most of the former residents were 
deported to Germany, and their places were taken by Polish settlers – many of 
them people who had likewise been expelled from the eastern part of Poland. 
After 1945 gradual development of industry took place, including construc-
tion of a furniture factory, a manufacturing plant for ovens and a farm imple-
ment factory, later known as the company Kuźnia, and a soap factory, later to 
become the Pollena company, now known as Global Pollena. An investment 
boom struck the city in the 1970s, when, in addition to the new factories, new 
housing developments were built.

The Peace Church is the best-known historic building in Jawor. It was 
constructed in the years 1654 and 1655, following the Thirty Years’ War, which 
had ended with the Peace of Westphalia. Local Protestants needed official 
permission to build the Peace Church. According the authorities’ conditions, 
the church had to be built outside the city walls, in a specifically designat-
ed place (the distance of a cannon’s shot) and erected from non-permanent 
materials: wood, clay and straw. For nearly half a century the church had 
no bell tower. The Peace Church was 
built according to plans drawn up by 
the city architect of Wrocław, Albre-
cht von Säbisch. Originally there were 
two choir lofts: one each on the north 
and south sides, now numbered two 
and four.  In the beginning of the 18th 
century, due to significant growth in 
the congregation, additional levels 
were added to them, now lofts one 
and three. The railings of lofts two 
and four are decorated with painted 

Market Square in Jawor – the 
‘House of the Golden Beehive’

The Peace Church in Jawor

International Bread Fair
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images of Bible scenes. The images on lofts one and 
three present landscapes with castles and shields 
with heraldry and the arms of guilds. The oldest 
element of the interior furnishings of the Peace 
Church is the baptismal font, founded by George 
and Anna Schweinitz. Also worthy of note are the 
altar (1672), made by Michael Schneider, and the 
hexagonal pulpit supported on a figure of an angel. 
The organ front was added on the 200th anniver-
sary of the construction of the church in 1855.

 In 2001 the Peace Church – distinguished in the history of European art 
of the second half of the 17th century by its unique character and the artistic 
merit of its workmanship – was included in the UNESCO World Cultural 
Heritage list.

 The Church of St. Martin is the old-
est house of worship in the town, erected in the 14th 
century and maintained in the Gothic style with a 
largely Baroque interior. Three entrances lead into 
the church. From the south, with the tympanum 
containing a scene of St. Martin (c. 14th), from the 
west with the tracery tympanum surrounded by 
a border of figures (c. 14th) and from the Renais-
sance entrance from the south with decorative col-
umns and relief ornaments. The striking figure of 
St. Martin the Bishop and the Baroque polychromy 
uncovered in the arches of the southern nave in 

1980 are especially worth noting. Inside are tall, Gothic windows with sharply 
pointed arches, filled with stained glass dating from the third quarter of the 
19th century. Also notable is the architecture of the main altar and the theat-
rically arranged figures of the four 
Evangelists and of Sts Peter and 
Paul. Outside are numerous epi-
taphs – the remains of a cemetery. 
Recently, the signature of Silesia’s 
most famous painter – Michael 
Leopold Willmann – was found on 
the keystone of the side altar dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mother. 

 The former Bernadine monastery that is now the seat of the 
Regional Museum was built at the end of the 15th century in the Gothic style. 
It consists of a quadrangular, two-storey cloister with an interior courtyard, 
known as a viridarium, and the adjacent church on the north side. In 1565 
the structure was taken over by the city to become a Protestant school. In 
1638, it was returned to the Bernadine monks, but in 1810 it was secularised, 
and the building came to house an investigative police bureau. In 1964 the 
museum was moved into the building, after which a renovation was begun 
in the 1970s, which would not be completed until 1986. As an institution, 
the museum was founded in 1928, and its collections sur-
vived the war. Today, the museum features archaeologi-
cal, ethnographic, and military items, as well as a notable 
collection of precious and semi-precious stones, minerals 
and crystals, which is one of the richest and rarest sets of 
natural treasures in Lower Silesia. In addition, the church 
next to the cloister contains a unique Gallery of Wall 
Paintings and Silesian Sacral Art.
 The Old Town contains numerous small churches and 
chapels. On ul. Żeromskiego is a former Franciscan monastery dating from 
the 18th century. On ul. Czarneckiego is the Baroque chapel of St. Adalbert 
of Prague, [Polish: św. Wojciech], which was originally a Jewish Synagogue. 
A chapel of St. Barbara stands on ul. Lipowa, built in the Classicist style. It 

Concerts of Peace in Jawor

St. Martin’s Church 

Tympanum with a relief at St. Martin’s Church Town Hall in Jawor

The Regional Museum
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served as a hospital chapel, and was converted into a storehouse in 1562. The 
most valuable feature of the chapel is its wooden polychromatic mannerist 
altar from the 16th century. Also worth of note is the 24 metre-high Strzegom 
Tower on ul. Strzegomska, once known locally as the “fat, bald giant”. It origi-
nally served as an observation tower, and later as a jail and as a powder maga-
zine. Jawor also retains long, well-preserved stretches of its former defensive 
walls, including the Angel’s Tower next to the of St. Martin’s Church, and the 
outer ward near the Regional Museum.

 The Piast Castle – located in the southwestern part of the town, 
this castle once constituted an essential part of the city fortifications. It was 
built in the 13th century on an almost triangular polygonal plan. It served as 
the seat of the local castellan, and later of Duke Bolko I and his successors. 
From the end of the 14th century to 1741 it was the seat of the Czech royal gov-
ernors, or Starosts. The castle was renovated and modified many times. In 1408 
the west wing was built, and in 1510 the bastion was built. The tower, gate, and 

south wing were added in 1568A major fire took 
swept through the castle in 1648, but by 1656, only 
eight years later, it was rebuilt. The takeover of the 
building by Ferdinand II the Great brought about 
the greatest changes in the structure’s appearance. 
A third floor was added in 1751. After 1749 a 
forced labour camp was moved into the castle, and 
from 1945 to 1956 a prison was located there, for 
political prisoners among others.

 Jawor is full of places where relaxation can be combined with outdoor 
sports and recreation. One of them is the Jawornik Holiday Centre (Ośrodek 
Wypoczynkowy „Jawornik”), located on ul. Myśliborska. The centre’s 11-hec-
tare grounds include water reservoir covering 4 hectares with available 
rowboats, kayaks, and paddleboats, as well as modern sports facilities. The 
Słowianka Indoor Aquatic Centre has a 25-metre pool with a  waterslide, 
jacuzzi, sauna, gym and café. There is also the Municipal Park with a lovely 
grove of trees, contains the Nysa Euroregion European Youth Centre, with a 
café, multimedia room, ballroom, and numerous art, dance and music work-
shops. The secondary education facility Gymnasium No. 1 has one of only a 
few Multicentrum facilities, which include six interactive educational work-
shops loaded with electronics, where pupils can play and experiment, and 
learn in depth about a variety of fields such as music, art, and the environ-
ment.

Four buildings out of five 
remained: The Town Hall, 
Municipal Theatre and 
Townhouse, No. 3, which 
belonged to tailor Gustaw 
Teubner in 1930, and No. 
4, owned by Franz Mueller, 
attorney and notary public.  
In the 19th century the east 
frontage was known locally 
as ‘Fischer’s arcades’ na-
med after a popular innke-
eper and handyman. 

Townhouse No. 6
This building is an example 
of a patrician palace built by 
a burghers’ family in the first 
half of the 18th century. The 
author of the reconstruction 
remains unknown, but he 
must have been from the 
studio of Jan Łukasz Hilde-
brand.  

Townhouse No. 7
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. Until 1945 it was 
the Zum Schwarzem Adler 
Hotel [Hotel Under the Black 
Eagle]

Lauterbachs’ townhouse No. 8
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. It was adorned 
with an image of a beehive 
– the symbol of gingerbread. 
Gingerbread, known as the 
“Peasants’ Nibble” and “Be-
ehive” was highly prized. 

Townhouse No. 9
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. Since the begin-
ning of the 19th century it 
housed a pharmacy.

Townhouse No. 10
Dates from the 16th-20th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 11
Dates from the 16th-18th 
centuries. Between 1905 
and 1945 it housed the 
Weiberkränke inn.

Townhouse No. 12
Dates from the 16th-18th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 13
Dates from the 16th-18th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 14
Dates from the 16th-18th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 15
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 16
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. Until 1945 it 
housed a winery.

Townhouse No. 17
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries.

Townhouse No. 18
Dates from the 17th century. 

Townhouse No. 19
Dates from the second half 
of the 16th century.

Townhouse No. 20
Dates from the 16th-19th 
centuries. Until 1945 it was 
Drei Kronen Hotel (Under the 
Three Crowns).  

Townhouse No. 21
Dates from the 16th-18th 
centuries. 

Townhouse No. 22
This townhouse dates from 
the 16th–18th centuries. 
From 1555 and 1945 it 
was the property of a single 
family – the Ottos. 

Townhouse No. 23
A townhouse with a bay 
window dating from the 
16th – 18th centuries. The 
ground floor of the façade is 
decorated with ceramic tiles, 
reminiscent of azulejos. 

Townhouse No. 24
Dates from the 16th – 18th 
centuries. Henriette Hanke 
lived here (1819-1862), 
author of over 120 romance 
novels.  

Destroyed in 1945, the 
Sword Arcades took their 
name after the Goldenes 

Schwert [Golden sword] 
Hotel. They were rebuilt 
in the first half of the 60s 
according to the designs of 
Miller.

Townhouse No. 32
The tallest townhouse on the 
Square. It dates from the 
16th – early 20th century.

Townhouse No. 33
Dates from the 16th – first 
half of the 19th centuries. 
Until 1945 Ernest Schmidt’s 
the Goldener Stern [Golden 
Star] Inn was housed here.

Townhouse No. 34
The building dates from the 
15th – mid 19th centuries. 
Plaque dedicated to Chri-
stian Güntherow, poet of the 
Baroque period, who was a 
frequent guest here. A Jawor 
sausage factory was located 
here at the beginning of the 
20th century. 

Townhouse No. 35
Dates from the 16th to the 
first half of the 19th century.

Townhouse No. 36
Dates from the 16th – first 
half of the 19th century. 
In 1930 it belonged to the 
gingerbread maker Artur 
Fliegner.  

Townhouse No. 37
Dates from the 16th – first 
half of the 19th centuries.  
It belonged to the merchant 
Georg Baar, hence reliefs on 
the wall facing  on ul. Legnic-
ka alluding to the mercantile 
trade. 

The further portion of the 
frontage, up to ul. Kościelna, 
was destroyed in 1945 and 
rebuilt in the first half of 
the 1960s according to the 
plans by Miller.

A walk at the Jawor’s Market Square

Piast Castle in Jawor
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The Town Hall - occupies the central part of the Square, and 
still retains the majority of a complete arcade dating from the 16th 

to 19th centuries. It was built in the mid-14th century. The first mention of 
it in historical sources dates from 1373. It has been in its present, Neo-
Renaissance form since the reconstruction in 1895-1897 following a fire. 
Of the original architectural elements, only the medieval tower remains (65 
m), on the exterior walls of which, below the gallery, eight figures of rulers 
and knights crafted in 1392 and 1393 can be seen. Particularly worthy of 
note are the Council Hall, located on the second storey, featuring wooden 
barrel vaulting and the two largest stained glass pieces in Lower Silesia, 
dating from 1897, depicting the panorama of the Kaczawskie Foothills, 
with allegorical figures and the coats of arms of the cities of Silesia. In the 
cellar is a restaurant with faux Romanesque columns, and next to the Town 
Hall is the rectangular building of the Municipal Theatre from 1874, with it 
richly ornamented viewing hall, the loveliest in Lower Silesia.

Market Square in Jawor
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A village in the county of Złotoryja located in on the right bank of the Ka-Ka-
czawa, on the route connecting Złotoryja and Lwówek Śląski. The peaks 

of Pieklące Hill and Goleń tower over the village from the north. Archaeologi-
cal finds demonstrate that this region of the Kaczawa Valley at the mouth of 
Drążnica Creek has a very long history of human settlement. Neolithic stone 
tools have been found here, and in 1860 the discovery was made of a “bronze 
treasure” – items from the Bronze Age, dating from between 800 and 650 
BCE. Another discovery was made in 1926 by a local farmer working in his 
fields. He uncovered pottery dating from between 1200 and 1000 BCE. Me-
dieval settlement from the first half of the 13th century was connected with 
the mining of gold veins in the Kaczawa Valley. There are numerous heaps 
of remnants of mining activity around the village. The history of Jerzmanice 
as a healing spa began in 1880, when the building complex of a former fab-
ric finishing factory was purchased by physician Christian Leo. He created 
a small healing spa offering mud baths, steam baths, and treatments using a 
concoction made from spruce needles. He also advertised the healing proper-
ties of the water of the local spring, although later studies failed to confirm 
his claims. Christian Leo expanded the former factory buildings, creating a 
park with walking boulevards and viewing points. During this period, the 
so-called Stone Springs were built near Krucze Rocks. After the death its 
creator, the spa fell into collapse. After 1945 healing treatments were discon-
tinued, and since 1959 a correctional facility has functioned on the site. The 
Church of St. Antony was probably erected in the 15th or the 16th century. 
The church, having been remodelled and rebuilt several times, has a Baroque 
interior. The church walls include several interesting grave markers from the 
16th and 17th centuries.

 Cutting across this land, the flow of the Kaczawa 
has uncovered interesting stone formations, such as Kruc-
ze Skały, which is made up of cretaceous sandstone. At 
one time these stones, which stir the imagination, were a 
protected natural monument. By the 19th century, a spe-
cially prepared path for visitors had been created. Today 
there is a tourist trail leading through Krucze Skały, and 
at the feet of the formation is a bicycle trail.

Leszczyna

A few kilometres to the southeast of Złotoryja is a place where centuries 
of mining and metallurgical tradition have been cultivated. The search 

for and mining of copper ore had probably begun here by the 16th century. 
In the 18th century, miners were able to increase the amount of ore produced 
and discovered. However, mining and metallurgy would undergo its greatest 
flowering in the second half of the 19th century, when the Ciche Szczęście 
[Silent Happiness] mine began operations, and opened a copper mill by the 
same name. Later the mine would  build three smelting ovens with steam-
powered bellows. In 1883, for economic reason (a drop in the price of copper 
and low profitability), the mining and processing of local copper deposits was 
suspended. In the 1930s, however, geologists discovered copper veins to the 
west of the sites mined up to that time. Extraction commenced before the 
outbreak of the Second World War. After the war, the Lena Mining Company 
functioned up until 1974.

 There is now a fascinating open-air mining and metallurgical museum at the 
site, the most important elements of which are the twin lime kilns built in 1872. 
They are built of stone, and one is 9 metres high, the other 11 metres high. The upper 
portions of the kilns currently serve as scenic view points. Nearby are the structures 
of the former copper mills, now converted into residential and commercial spaces.  
Also standing here is a statue of St. 
Florian, the patron of metalworkers. 
The “Syncline of Leszczyna” (“Synklina 
Leszczyny”) educational trail begins 
at the site. Thanks to a 3.5-kilometre 
walk, hikers can learn about the proc-
ess of production and mining of copper 
in the Złotoryja area. Every year in 
June, an outdoor festival entitled “Dy-
marki Kaczawskie” draws both those 
interested in the mining tradition and 
many holiday travellers. The opening 
of a hotel with a restaurant and mu-
seum are planned for the near future. 

Jerzmanice-
Zdrój

St. Antony’s Church  
in Jerzmanice-Zdrój

Open-air Smelting and Mining Museum in Leszczyna
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 In Leszczyna, between Wilków and the peak of Średnia Mountain, the 
Złotoryja Forestry Office has marked off an educational trail entitled “The 
Iron Cross” (“Żelazny Krzyż”). Many informational stations have been set up 
with informational signs concerning the local flora and fauna. The trail leads 
to the peak of Średnia Mountain, ending at the steel thanksgiving cross made 
in the 1930s.

Lipa

Particularly worth visiting is the 
small elongated village of Lipa 

on the upper course of the Nysa Mała. 
In written sources it first appears in 
1305. Archaeological research carried 
out on the castle ruins rising up on the 
southern side of the village indicate 
that the stronghold arose in the 13th 
century. That means that a settlement 
must have existed previously before it 
was fortified. Initially mining devel-
oped here and led to the village being 
granted rights as a mining settlement in the 14th century, which Lipa lost, how-
ever, in the next century. In 1552 the village was divided into three parts. The 
mining work was continued with the excavation of limestone and lime burning 
– that’s recalled by the old (probably 19th-century) crystalline limestone and 
lime quarry in Lipnica Valley. Lipa’s best-known historical building is the castle. 
Located on the southern side of the village, the stronghold was probably built 
by the Templars. It’s known that this legendary Order of Knights had property 
in Silesia, but whether the Templars were also in Lipa cannot now be verified. 
The frequently rebuilt stronghold has lain in ruins since the 19th century and 

Lipa Castle

1.- Gate passage
2.- The residential tower 
3.- South House
4.- Kitchen
5.- Water tanker

Furnace (bloomery) shaft

inputs – charcoal and ore

kettle filled with slag during 
smelting

iron slate

kettle bottom

Smelting areas

I - Iron oxide

II – Magnetite (Iron oxide) and iron 
oxide up to 25% of iron in the slab

III – fayalite, liquid slag including 
sponge iron

kettle bottom area
IV – a slab of iron is made

bellows blowing air in

Ruins of Lipa Castle

Cross-section, construction and operational principles of a bloomeryFurnace (bloomery) shaft
inputs – charcoal and ore
kettle filled with slag during smelting
iron slate
kettle bottom
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is gradually falling apart. The Late Gothic Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, that 
stands in the centre of Lipa, dates from the 15th century. It’s a single-nave build-
ing with a richly decorated interior. The most precious element of the church is 
the Gothic Triptych dating from 1503 located in the high altar. The most impor-
tant element of the altar are the statues of Madonna with Child and the Apostles 
Peter and Paul, to whom artistic scenes on the wings of the altar, of varying 
quality, are also devoted. The interior of the church and the wall that adjoins it 
contain 14 knightly gravestones, mainly for representatives of the von Zedlitz 
family.  To the south of Lipa is the “Buki Sudeckie” Nature Preserve, protecting 
an area of over 170 hectares. The part of the woods here requiring particular 
protection known as the “fertile beeches” is a relic of the primeval forest that 
once grew here. The characteristic species of the many ruins in the area are the 
drooping bittercress and bear’s garlic.  

 An almost forgotten relic of medieval law 
in Lipa is the small ruined stone gallows on a hill 
by the road running through a field to Jastrowiec. 
It’s a cylindrical construction with a diameter of 6 
m. Like the gallows in Wojcieszów the upper sec-
tion here also contains three stone pillars, on which 
beams were placed from which a rope was dropped 
to hang the condemned. 

The Three Gorges Trail
 This is one of the most fascinating of the trails through 
the “Chełmy” Landscape Park, which was created in the 
Kaczawskie Foothills in 1992. It covers three ecologi-
cally valuable gorges, as well as the so-called Orchid Hill. 
The beginning of the trail is in the centre of Nowa Wieś 
Wielka, from where it leads to Lipa Gorge, a geological/
floral reserve, created to help preserve the natural forests 
and concentrations of stone along with a variety of glacial 
deposit stones. Especially noteworthy are the varied sculp-
tural forms of the sides of the gorge, with various types of 
stone outcroppings and scree, as well as the ongoing proc-
esses of the formation of the slopes.  Further along the trail 
Orchid Hill can be seen (350 – 370 m), where numerous varieties of orchids 
grow. Stretching out from the hill is a lovely view of various fragments of the 
“Chełmy” Landscape Park, and Śnieżka peak in the Karkonosze Mountains 
can be seen. From there, the trail leads to Siedmicki Gorge. This place is also a 
geological-floral preserve, covering a part of the Młynówka Creek valley in a 
place where it creates a picturesque canyon. It contains uncovered greenstone 
rocks that present examples of undersea volcanic action, as well as examples 
of meadow plants. The Nowowiejski Gorge is a natural extension of this gorge, 
and is similar in form and appearance, but is not protected by nature reserve 
status.Ruins of the gallows in Lipa

Church wall Myślibórz Gorge

The Hart’s-tongue Fern
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Lubiechowa

Lubiechowa is an elongated village 
hidden in the Kaczawskie Moun-

tains beneath the Okola Massif. The 
first sources mentioning the village date 
from the 13th century and are linked to 
the foundation of the parish church. The 
village became a knightly possession in 
the 14th century, when Duke Henry I of 
Jawor sold it to the Knight Magnus von 
Borwitz. For a long time the village was divided into a number of sections, 
in which the leader installed various noble families. In the 16th century the 
Zedlitz family settled in Lubiechowa. At the beginning of the 19th century the 
village was acquired by Duke Adam Czartoryski, the landlord of Ciszyca near 

Kowary, and a man connected to the Prussian 
Royal House. One of the most precious his-
torical buildings in Lubiechowa is the Church 
of St. Peter and St. Paul. That inconspicuous 
building hides within its interior a collection 
of Gothic religiously-themed frescoes. In the 
chancel, for instance, a scene of St. George and 
the Dragon is depicted, along with the sym-
bols of the four Evangelists and a procession of 
saints. In the apse you can make out frescoes 
showing Christ and angels blowing trumpets 
to announce the Last Judgement. Below there 
are depictions of hell and the sinners suffering 
there. On the northern wall is a fresco with an 
image of St. Christopher, carrying the baby Je-
sus in his hands. The main nave of the church 
is covered by a 16th-century coffered ceiling. 
Also noteworthy is the Renaissance baptismal 
font with baptismal scenes. 

 When in Lubiechowa, it would be a shame to 
pass up the chance to go mineral hunting. To the 
west of the village are the gentle elevations of the 
Łomy hills. This place is known to every collector 
of minerals for its almond-formed melaphyres and 
lovely brushes of amethyst.  A hammer will come 
in handy on the hunt, both to help find and to free 
the specimens. One should also remember to bring 
with a few old newspapers to protect the stones dur-
ing transport, and avoid any unpleasant surprises 
when you get home. 

 If time permits, a trip to the nearby Okole peak 
is worthwhile (714 m a.s.l.).  To this, one of the high-
est peaks in the Kaczawskie Mountains, a yellow 
trail leads up from Lubiechowa, passing through the 
upper part of the village. At the top of the village is 
one of the highest-altitude guesthouses, from the terrace of which stretch-
es a magnificent view of the Kaczawskie Foothills. The peak itself was very 
popular beginning in the second half of the 19th century, where 
a scenic viewpoint was created atop the crowning stones. 
Over the years that followed, a wooden viewing tower was 
built on the peak, from which the panorama of the entire 
region could be admired. After the Second World War, the 
popularity of the peak waned. An additional trail leads up 
to the peak, marked out by the SONOVE association.

Hocus Pocus in Lubiechowa

Gothic interior decorated with 
numerous paintings

Panoramic view from OkoleChurch of St. Peter and St. Paul
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Męcinka 

Męcinka is a municipal village to 
the west of Jawor. The village’s 

origins are linked to its belonging to the 
Cistercian Order (from Lubiąż) from 
the 13th century on. It was probably 
then that St. Andrew’s Church, located 
in the village centre, was built. The old-
est element of the church is the Late 
Gothic tower with embedded sculp-
tures depicting animal heads.

 To the south of Męcinka rises one 
of the most distinctive summits in the 
area, Górzec (445 m a.s.l.). As a result of 
archaeological research carried out on 
the uppermost part of the peak it turned 

out that the summit might have been used as a 
cult site. It was probably in the 13th century that 
Henry the Bearded established a stronghold on 
the summit which was given his name, as Heinze-
berge Castle. In 1740 a Calvary was established on 
the summit. Built from sandstone, the Way of the 
Cross begins and ends with 18th-century house 
shrines. This is the only Calvary in the Kaczaw-
skie Foothills. Probably in the 19th century a cer-
tain monk from the monastery of the Cistercians 
in Lubiąż took up residence in a hermitage at the 
start of the Way of the Cross. At the summit you 
can see clear outcrops of basalt columns.  

Church of St. Antony in Męcinka

Górzec

Stations of the Cross in Górzec
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Muchów 

M uchów is an old Slavonic settlement which was famous in the Mid-
dle Ages for fishing. From the 13th century onwards the village be-

longed to the Cistercian Order from Lubiąż. The most distinctive building 
in Muchów is the rotund icehouse dating from the 19th century which was 
built for the needs of the hunting palace located nearby. Once a year an 
event known as the “Muchów Scythe” takes place in the village, with the aim 
of disseminating information on the protection of the foothill meadows. 
Around Muchów there are numerous nature trails that allow you to get to 
know the attractions of the surrounding area. One of the trails leads to the 
Muchów Hills. It’s particularly worth following the “Palace Trail”, running 
around Muchów Palace, which was established in 2010. This area used to be 

very popular with tourists. Currently it’s 
a little off the beaten path, but ideal for 
all those wanting a break. The wooded, 
basalt summit has a viewing tower, and 
nearby there are interesting outcrops of 
basalt columns. 

 To the northeast of Muchów, along the route to Złotoryja, rises the bulk of 
Czartowska Skała [Devil’s Rock]. According to a folk tale, at one time a Czart, or 
devil, wanted to drop a stone on the church in the neighbouring village of Pomocne. 
He did not make it to the church before the rooster’s crow, and so he dropped the 
boulder where it is found today. So says the legend. The truth is that Czartowska 
Skała (463 m a.s.l.) like many other peaks in the region is a volcanic neck, or the 
remnants of the chimney of a volcano, partially uncovered by erosion, and partially 
by the mining of basalts. On its stone sides the separate columns of basalt can 
be clearly seen. The peak makes an excellent scenic vantage point. Aside from the 
topography of the Kaczawskie Foothills, you can see the Kaczawskie Mountains, 
and even get a glimpse of the Karkonosze, Mount Ślęża, Strzegomskie Hill, and the 
Sowie and Wałbrzyskie Mountains. 

M ysłów

M ysłów is a large village in the adminis-
trative district of Bolków in the county 

of Jawor.  It stretches picturesquely along 
the valley of Mokrzynka Creek (a branch 
of the Kaczawa), and from the Kaczawa to 
the southwest along the slope of Bukowina 
Peak above Mysłowicka pass. The valley of 
the Mokrzynka cuts across part of the East 
Ridge of the Kaczawskie Mountains, dividing 
the Lubrza massif on its south side from the 
Żelaźniak in the north. National road No. 3 
passes near the village. 
 The first mention of this community in historical records comes from 
1305 and concerns the granting of the landed estate by Duke Henry the 
Bearded to the monastery in Lubiąż. The Cistercian monastery sold their land 
in the 15th century, but it came back in to their hands in the 17th century. 
The history of Mysłów has been connected to 
the mining of non-ferrous ores since its very 
beginning. The mining settlement was a place 
where copper was sought in the Middle Ages. 
In later times, the miners sought iron ore, too.  
In the 19th century, mining and processing of 
lime began. At that time there were several 
lime kilns in Mysłów. After 1945 the produc-
tion of lime was resumed for a time. The old-
est landmark in the village is the Church of St. 
John the Baptist. The original Romanesque 
church stood on the site in the 13th century. 
The present building was erected in the 14th 
century and rebuilt in the 18th century. The 
rich interior furnishings date from the pe-
riod of that most recent reconstruction of the 
church. Among the most valuable items are 
the Late Renaissance altar from 1616 and the 

Czartowska Skała (Devil’s Rock)

Church of St. John the Baptist in Mysłów
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wooden founding plaque. The Baroque palace was 
one of the residences of the Lubiąż abbots, erected in 
about the year 1700. The Eclectic construction today 
presents a Baroque and Classicist style.  The build-
ing was rebuilt and added to numerous times (in the 
19th and 20th centuries) through which the original 
style was lost. It is a two-storey structure, covered by 
a high hipped roof, under which is a two-storey attic. 
A terrace has been built in front of the entrance, to 
which a curved staircase leads. Around the palace is 
a park with many specimens of very old trees. To the 
southeast of Mysłów on the slopes of Mount Grodzik, 
is a circular, stone building. This is probably the ruin 
of a 19th-century Dutch-style 
windmill. 

German painter, designer, and illustrator Rudolf Hacke 
lived in Mysłów from 1921 to 1945. He was a graduate of 
the Berlin and Dresden Academies of Fine Art, and paint-
ed maritime scenes, landscapes, portraits, and still lives.

M yślibórz

This small village is nestled in the valley of the Jawornik, which flows from 
the Kaczawskie Foothills toward Jawor. It is the tourist centre for the 

“Chełmy” Landscape Park. The “Salamandra” Centre for Ecological and Geo-
graphic Education functions in Myślibórz, conducting educational activities 
on environmental subjects, preservation and geography in its broader sense.   
The students of the training sessions have access to 
the building with its extremely well equipped lecture 
halls, and field trips are also conducted. Beginning at 
the “Salamandra” centre is an educational trail to the 
Myśliborski Gorge. 12 informational stations are set 
along it, displaying the characteristic flora and fauna 
of the each place on informational boards.

 The Myśliborski Gorge Nature Preserve was created in 1962 primarily to pro-
tect the only stand of the Hart’s-tongue Fern in Lower Silesia, which grows on the 
slopes of the gorge. The 9.72 hectare preserve is also home to other species of ferns. 
The scenic streambed of the Jawornik winds through the bottom of the preserve and 
below its boundaries. The appearance of this place today is owed to the work of that 
very creek, which for thousands of years modelled the gorge through erosion. 

 Near Myślibórz on the slope of Rataj hill is a fascinating exposure of volcanic 
basalt columns known as the Little Organs of Myślibórz. This place was discov-
ered by the operations of a former quarry. The little organs of Myślibórz are cre-
ated almost entirely from vertical basalt columns with a diameter of about 30 cm 
and a height of 30 meters. The site can be reached from 
Myślibórz by following the red or yellow tourist trails. 

 The “Chełmy” Landscape Park was opened in 
1992, covering an area of 15,999 hectares, and en-
compassing the Kaczawskie Foothills known as the 
“Chełmy”. On the northern side it reaches to Leszc-

Cemetery chapel

Salamandra – Centre of Ecological Education

Hart’s-tongue Fern

Rudolf Hacke, Woman  
in Red Dress, 1929

loading of lime  
wood and coal

kiln pot
burning takes place 
at the temperature of 950-1200°C

laid out for charging 
layers of fire brick and limestone

air inlet, the “eye”

lime reception

Crosscut, built and operation 
rules of lime kiln
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zyna and Prusice, in the south to Gorzanowice and Świny, 
and in the west the park includes the communities of Kon-
dratów and Muchów. The eastern border is marked by the 
Sudetic fault line, which divides the Sudetes from the lower 
regions.
 There are numerous stream gullies in the area, some 
running gently and some steeply, as well as many domed 
basalt hills – the remains of former volcanic chimneys.  The 
park’s area includes four nature preserves: “Myśliborski 
Gorge”, “Lipa Gorge”, “Siedmica Gorge” and “Nad Groblą”. 
The lower portion of Myślibórz is home to a 19th-century 
palace complex surrounded by a park. The main building 
was erected in the English Neo-Gothic style in the years 
1859 to 1861 on the site of an older building. The palace 

has two stories, crowned by an eight-sided tower on one corner. The façade 
is ornamented with numerous decorative elements (a peak, cornices, win-
dow trim, and other details). The palace was built for Wilhelm Friedrich 
von Prittwitz und Graffon (royal chamberlain, member of the Chamber of 
Deputies, and Major in the Landwehr). It remained in the hands of this af-
fluent family until 1927, when it was sold to the then-President of the city 
Katowice,  Antoni Zimmermann. After 1945 the estate fell into disrepair. 
Since 1997 it has been in private hands and is gradually regaining its former 
glory.

“Chełmy” Landscape Park

Palace in Myślibórz

Nowa Wieś 
Grodziska

 The beginnings of this 
community were related to the 
nearby Grodziec Castle. Nowa 
Wieś Grodziska [New Village 
of Grodziec] was then a part 
of the castle borough, as its 
present name suggests. Over 
the years the ownership of the 
village changed hands many 
times, dividing it into two 
parts. Located far away from 
the bustle of cities, Nowa Wieś 
Grodziska became one of the centres of Protestantism in Silesia. The ideas 
of Caspar Schwenckfeld had adherents in the village, and one of the first 
Lutheran services in the area took place in the local parish church. A large 
harvest occurring in these lands led to the improvement of farming, but 
most of the village residents worked in the nearby quarry. Now it is a strip-
style village  with its central point the Church of the Holy Angelic Mother. 
The current church is from the 18th century and was built on the site of 
the previous one, known as the Church of the Escape. One relic of the 
former church is the 16th-century tower crowned with an onion-shaped 

dome with skylights. The 
spacious interior includes 
a three-tiered choir loft 
and rich Baroque décor.

Reconciliation cross in 
Nowa Wieś Grodziska

Nowa Wieś Grodziska – The Church of the Angelic Blessed Virgin Mary
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Paszowice

Paszowice is another strip-style village on the border of the “Chełmy” 
Landscape Park, in the valley of the Paszówka.  The village first ap-

pears in documents from 1228 under the name of Pakosław. Its location 
near the main trade routes and near the capital of the Duchy led to the 
growth of the community. In the 14th century, the Catholic Church of the 
Holy Trinity was built in the central part of the village. Rebuilt in the 17th 
and 18th centuries, the church has an interesting attic and crowning the 
church tower. Next to it rises the imposing edifice of the former Lutheran 
church from the 18th century. 

 The Radogost elevation (398 m a.s.l.) lies in the southeastern part of the 
“Chełmy” Landscape Park, on the edge of the Kaczawskie foothills. On its peak 
stands a circular stone and brick viewing tower rising twelve meters from the 
ground. It was built at the end of the 19th century, and remodelled after 1990. Its 
summit offers a panoramic view of the Sudetes and the Sudeten Foreland. A short 
distance to the north, Basalt Mountain (368 m a.s.l.) rises above Paszowice, and 
on its peak is another circular stone and brick viewing tower. It was built in 1906 
and remodelled in 1994. It reaches 10 meters in height. The red tourist route leads 
from the village to the tower, as well as an educational trail. Along the trail, near 
the road to Jakuszowa is the “Hermit’s Grotto”. It is said to have been inhabited 
by Pakosz – the legendary founder of Paszowice, who living alone for years in the 
woods learned the secrets of nature.

Church of the Holy Trinity in Paszowice

Viewing tower in 
Radogoszcz

Viewing tower on Basalt Mountain

Nowy 
Kościół

A village in the Kaczawa Valley between Świerzawa 
and Złotoryja. The oldest written mentions of the 

village date from 1228. The settlement mainly owed its 
growth to a copper ore mine. Over the years the seams 
were exhausted and the settlement developed into a 
farming centre. Travelling through the village it’s easy 

to miss one of the oldest historical buildings in the re-
gion. The Church of Our Lady, currently lying in ruins, 

was erected at the beginning of the 13th century. Roman-
esque architectural details, carved in red sandstone, are still visible 

today. The majority of surviving elements from the original church can 
now be found in the Architectural Museum in Wrocław. In the 17th century 
the church was surrounded by a wall with numerous defensive features. Of 
particular interest is the defensive bay above the main gate. The former Prot-
estant church located nearby now serves Catholics (Our Lady of the Rosary). 
A palace used to stand between the churches, but was dismantled after World 
War II. It was built on the site of an earlier residence of the von Zedlitz family. 
That building has gone down in history as the site of the delivery of the first 
Silesian Protestant sermon (1518). 

 For mineral collectors Nowy Kosćiół is mainly associated with the numerous 
agates found here. The formation of agates involves the crystallisation of silica 
in rock cavities, usually within volcanic rocks. The aqueous solution percolating 
through the gaps gradually fills the cavity 
with layers from the outside to the centre. 
The successive layers can be coloured differ-
ently thanks to a slight admixture of differ-
ent substances. In the region described the 
agates occur in Lower Permian melaphyres 
and in the porphyritic tuffs and porphyry 
lying on top of them. They display a signifi-
cant variety of structure and colouring.

The Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of the Rosary
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P ielgrzymka is one of the oldest 
villages in the Kaczawskie Foot-

hills. The municipal village lies on the 
Skora Stream and was probably set-
tled as early as the 12th century. The 
founders of the settlement, according 
to legend, were the Templars. On the 
site of the current church there once 
stood a wood and brick church, to 
which the faithful were drawn from distant corners of Silesia, providing 
the name for the current village (Pielgrzymka = Pilgrimage). Standing in 

the central part of the village is the Church of St. John Nepomucen 
mentioned above. The church edifice was rebuilt many times, but 
still retains many elements from the original church. Particu-
larly noteworthy is the stepped portal in the church vestibule, 

with richly decorated corbels. Rebuilt by the Evangelicals in 
the 16th century it obtained new fittings and a tower. The 
church interior mainly dates from the 18th century. The 
wooden galleries, decorated with numerous paintings, are 
also enriched with decorative carving. The barrel vault of 
the church is decorated by 18th-century plafonds. Around 
the church numerous epitaphs and memorial crosses have 
been preserved. 

Podgórki

A village picturesquely located in Świerzawa Valley, indented between the 
North and South Ridges of the Kaczawskie Mountains. The settlement 

was first mentioned in 1305 as the property of the von Schaffgotsch family. 
In the centuries that followed the village changed landlords. Right up un-
til 1871 the village belonged to the knightly house of Zedlitz, who erected 
a stately palace in its lower part. The next landlord of Podgórki was Count 
von Harrach, who extended the residence, giving it its current appearance. 
In conjunction with the development of tourism the village acquired Roman-
tic features (a park by the palace, numerous walking paths) thereby enjoying 
great popularity among tourists.  The visitors were particularly taken by the 
panoramic views of the Karkonosze (Giant) and Kaczawskie Mountains and 
the Widok Pass.  
 One of Podgórki’s main attractions is the viewing tower that was built a few 
years ago on the foundations of a church that fell into ruin in the 19th century. The 
rebuilt chapel walls and main nave, together with the viewing tower, form the back-
drop to many historical events. The church was built towards the end of the 14th 
century and was given a complete overhaul in the 16th century. On the chapel wall 

Pielgrzymka

Pielgrzymka – the Church 
of St. John Nepomucen

The surroundings of PielgrzymkaSculpture of St. Peter  
in the church

The Panorama of the Karkonosze from the Mountain Pass Widok
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you can find the two gravestones of the Zedlitz mar-
ried couple from the beginning of the 17th century. 
The church burned down after a fire in the 19th cen-
tury, and it was only investment financed by the EU 
that gave it a second life. Near to the ruins stands the 
church currently used (St. Joseph the Bridegroom), 
which was erected by Protestants in 1746. 

 To the south of Podgórki on the 
slopes of Maślak, between two rock for-
mations – Białe Skały (White Rocks) 
and Piwniczna (Cellar) – is the entrance 
to the small Walloons’ Cave. Tradition 
links it to precious stone seekers, the 
Walloons, who were supposed to have 
used the site as a shelter. As tourism 
developed the cave became a frequently 
visited point on trips from Podgórki. 
Currently inside it you can marvel at a 
fairly modest travertine (limestone de-
posit). As the cave is located within the 
Buczyna Storczykowa (Beech Orchid) 
Reserve you should remember to follow 
only the marked paths.

Pogwizdów

Pogwizdów, lying on the edge of the Kaczawskie 
Foothills is one of the oldest communities in 

the region. The first information written about the 
settlement in historical sources appears in 1202. 
From that document we know that the village was 
transferred by Henry the Bearded to the Cistercian 
monastery from Lubiąż. It was probably at that time 
that the church in Pogwizdów was founded, which 
over the years underwent numerous reconstruc-
tions. The Late-Romanesque parish church of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross does not appear in 
documents until 1318. Particularly worthy of note 
are the recessed portals in the southern part of the 
church, which are relics of the previous church. The 
single-nave interior is topped with barrel vaulting, 
and the apse which completes the presbytery is po-
lygonal. Adjacent to the church on the west side is a 
16th-century tower with three rooms in its cellar.  Currently the church serves 
as a cemetery chapel. Nearby is a former Evangelical church from 1742.

Viewing tower in Podgórki

Epitaph of the Zedlitz family in Podgórki The Romanesque Church of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross in Pogwizdów

Annual event – The White Lady

A relic of the first church is a recessed 
portal in the south nave

A cartouche with a coat of arms on 
the mausoleum near the church
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Proboszczów

The picturesque Proboszczów is located on 
the edge of the Kaczawskie Foothills on the 

Skora Stream. As with many other places in the 
region the village doesn’t have unambiguously 
documented origins. From the 13th-century 
foundation document of the Cistercian Order 
in Trzebnica we can find out about the granting 
of charters to settlements in the Złotoryja For-
est. It’s assumed that one of those settlements 

was Proboszczów. It’s also not known when the local parish church was 
built. The building, which displays different forms of architecture, has gone 
through a series of changes. The years of the Reformation were particularly 
stormy, and it was at that time that a significant proportion of the rebuild-
ing was carried out. From the early 18th century the building served as a 
refuge church, on account of its border position. The largest extension of 

the church is connected to that fact, and the dimensions of the church are 
still startling today. It has as many as seven bays with two rows of galler-

ies which can hold around 2000 
worshippers. Noteworthy in the 
interior are the Baroque stone 

high altar and the Rococo 
baptismal font.

 Located by the 
church is the grave 
chapel of the Von Re-
derns, with their he-
raldic cartouche above 
the entrance. The 
structure was built in 
1729 to a square plan, 
and covered by a false-
dome with a lantern.

Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka 

T his is the most easily recognisable summit in the whole of the Kaczawskie 
Foothills. It was known by the locals as the Silesian Fuji, and is the highest 

peak in the area. The formerly volcanic cone has, since 1962, had a floral reserve 
on its upper reaches, protecting the vegetation that grows on the basalt rock rubble.  
At the top there are numerous column-shaped outcrops of basalt. 445 stone steps 
lead up to the summit.

 There are many legends and stories about Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka. One of 
them explains the presence of such a large number of dissenters in the area. Ap-
parently it went as follows… In former times Legnica and the surrounding villages 
were home to many people of different faiths. Because they ruled according to their 
own laws and didn’t respect those of others they were disliked in the area. Eventu-
ally, however, enough was enough. Under the cover of darkness the devil appeared 
in Legnica and threw them all 
into one giant bag. Please with 
his “hunting” he planned to take 
all of them to his kingdom, but 
he flew too low and unwittingly 
snagged the bag against the 
rocky summit of Ostrzyca Pro-
boszczowicka. The bag ripped 
open and the unfaithful were 
scattered around the area.

Former pharmacist’s home in Proboszczów

Proboszczów – Church of the Holy Trinity

Ostrzyca Proboszczowicka (501 m a.s.l.)

Cross section and composition of a volcanic cone

volcanic cloud

volcanic bomb
crater
vent, lava conduit (neck)

layers of lava

layers of ash

sill
side vent

volcanic neck (present state)
bedrock

lava chamber
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Prusice

Prusice is a long strip-shaped vil-
lage at the foot of the “Chełmy” 

Landscape Park, set in the upper part 
of the Prusicki Stream and typified 
by its historical buildings. The fates 
of the settlement through its history 
have been strongly tied to the neigh-
bouring villages of Rokitnica and 
Leszczyna. By the 13th century it was 
mentioned in historical records as a part of the estate of the nearby Rok-
itnica Castle of the Piast Dukes. Over the following centuries copper ore 
was discovered in Leszczyna, which helped to spur rapid growth in the 
village, but in the 17th century mining of copper was halted. Attempts to 
mine copper-bearing slate undertaken in the following centuries would 
fail to produce the desired results. St. Jadwiga’s Church, first mentioned 
in documents from the 13th century, is in the centre of the village. It is a 
single-nave church with Late-Romanesque elements in the form of stone 
decoration with floral motifs. The rectangular presbytery with its interest-
ing buttresses is covered by double-spanned cross-ribbed arches. Adjacent 
to the church on the west side is a Renaissance porch and the mausoleum 
of the Rothkirsch family.  In front of the church is a Baroque mausoleum 

from the 18th century. Across from 
the church, between the site of the 
former Evangelical prayer house 
and the Catholic church is the Aleja 
Dębów Pokoju [Avenue of the Oaks 
of Peace]. The trees planted begin-
ning in 1816 commemorate the wars 
fought by the Prussian army. In re-
cent years the tradition of planting 
oaks has been revived.

Radzimowice

T his small, scenically situated village is in the 
administrative district of Bolków. The build-

ings of the town sit on a broad mountain saddle 
between Mount Żelaźniak and Owczarka at an alti-
tude of about 540 m. Radzimowice can be reached 
by car on the hardened earth road from the direc-
tion of Wojcieszów and from nearby Mysłów. This 
community is first mentioned in documents from 
1241 as a mining settlement. In the Middle Ages 
gold was mined here, and the mining authorities 
probably had their offices in the town. In the 15th century gold and silver 
were sought in the local arsenic ore. Most of the mines of the period had 
short life spans – once they were exhausted the works were moved to a new 
location.  Over the successive centuries, mining activity was reduced as it 
became grew less profitable. In the beginning of the 19th century, mining 
of arsenic ore were renewed and an arsenic kiln was built at the site. In the 
second half of the 19th century, two shaft mines that still exist today were 
founded, Louis (142 m) and Arnold (104 m), and they were quickly con-
nected to one another. With the use of a steam engine, modern systems for 
dewatering the passages were adopted. After the great fire in 1892, mining in 
Radzimowice collapsed. In the beginning of the 20th century, attempts were 
made to resume mining with large investments, but they did not turn out to 

be economically feasible. In 
1925 mining works were to 
be closed for the last time. 
 Today Radzimowice 
consists of only a few homes. 
Still, there is something ex-
traordinary in the air there, 
as visitors and residents 
alike insist that it is a magi-
cal place. 

Church of St. Jadwiga in Prusice

Baroque mausoleum in Prusice Radzimowice

Entrance to the 19th-century Louis mineshaft
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Rokitnica

Rokitnica is one of the oldest vil-
lages in the area around Złotoryja, 

and is located at a fork in the Kaczawa 
River. The name of the village was first 
mentioned in 1204 and was linked to 
the ever greater number of gold diggers 
appearing. Archaeological research con-
ducted on the land has shown that back 
in the 11th century an open settlement 
had already been established. Over the 
years a Ducal Castle was erected near to the fortified settlement. The castle’s 
founder was Henry the Bearded, who often stayed here along with his wife 
Jadwiga (later a saint).

 It was in Rokitnica Castle in 1211 that Złotoryja was granted the oldest town 
rights in Poland. Złotoryja was the first town in Silesia to be granted the so-called 
Magdeburg (German) Rights.

 The castle was destroyed by the Hussites in 
the 15th century. Standing nearby is the Church 
of St. Michael the Archangel, which was rebuilt 
many times. Traces of the original building can 
be found in the Romanesque chancel, dating 
from the 13th century. The church, which was 
destroyed during the 15th century by the Hus-
sites, was often rebuilt. At the turn of the 16th 
century a tower was built onto the north side. 
In the 18th century it was topped by an onion 
dome. 
 The area around Rokitnica retains many traces 
of the medieval mining work which was con-
nected to the search for gold – both by excava-
tion and panning for gold-bearing sand.

Rząśnik

Located on the border of the Kaczawskie Moun-
tains and Foothills, Rząśnik is an old village, first 

mentions ed in historical documents in the early 
13th century. The village, stretching along Czermni-
ca Creek includes the former outposts of Orzecho-
wice, Posepsko, and Sądrecko. For a many years, 
Rząśnik was the property of the von Zedlitz family. 
In 1734 the village was purchased by J. Holzhausen, 
who designated the centre of the village for the 
construction of a lavish palace. The designer of the 
complex was Martin Franz from Tallinn, the crea-
tor of such famed works as the Church of Mercy in 
Jelenia Góra and Kamienna Góra. The palace is now 
in complete ruin, and access to it is limited. The old-
est building in the village is the Church of the Holy 
Trinity. Over its history this church, aligned with 
the points of the compass, was rebuilt many times 
while maintaining a significant part of the original 
structure. The Romanesque windows and the Early 
Gothic portals remain 
to be seen today. The 
interior with is secluded 
presbytery is covered by 
cross-ribbed arches sup-
ported on Romanesque 
capitals. Worthy of note 
are the 15th-century font 
and Gothic tabernacle. 
In the 18th century the 
church was rebuilt in the 
Baroque style. 

Parish church of St. Michael  
the Archangel in Rokitnica

The ruins of Rokitnica Castle The ruins of the palace in Rząśnik

Timber houses can be found in Rząśnik

Church of the Holy Trinity in Rząśnik
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Rzymówka

A smallish village on the Kaczawa in the administrative district of 
Złotoryja. Tourist routes lead through Rzymówka along the river, as do 

bicycle trails and a pilgrimage route – the Road of St. Jacob. 

 The remains of an Early Medieval castle town of the Trzebowianie tribe are 
found here, tied to the legend of the St. Jadwiga’s Spring. The legend has it that Jad-
wiga drank from the spring in Rzymówka during a stay in nearby Rokitnica. Today, 
a stone pyramid has been built over the spring. 

 The palace in Rzymówka was erected in the 16th century and rebuilt in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Under renovation at present, it is now pri-

vately owned. It consists of a two-storey building with Renaissance ele-
ments, covered with a mansard roof with dormers. The nine-axis main 

façade is distinguished by its faux risalit with late Renaissance main 
portal above which a coat of arms is displayed.  

Sędziszowa

This is a large village in the administrative dis-
trict of Świerzawa. The community stretches 

along the Kaczawa on both sides of the river, with 
buildings sharing the border with Świerzawa. The 
history of settlement in the Kaczawa valley reaches 
back to the Neolithic Era. Wielisławka Hill was prob-
ably a site of Old Slavic pagan worship. The town is 
mentioned in documents as early as the second half 
of the 13th century. As a private property, it was able 
to maintain its sovereignty from the larger, neigh-
bouring Świerzawa for centuries.

 Sędziszowa’s greatest attraction is Wielisławka Hill, set on the right bank of the 
Kaczawa, in the lower part of the village. It is composed of the Permian porphyries, 
an intrusion into the much older quartz-chlorite-sericite slates. in the mid-19th 
century mining of porphyries was commenced on the side of the hill. The quartz 
porphyries visible today were uncovered by the mining operations. They have a 
distinct columnar structure, reminiscent of a organ pipes, which is why they are 
known as the Organs of Wielisławka. The site can be reached by foot, bicycle, or 
car by crossing the bridge lower down the Kaczawa. There are rest areas near the 
Wielisławka Organs. On the western mountain slope is Wielisławka Cave. Its origin 
is not known altogether. The prevailing opinion is that it is a natural volcanic vent 
that was expanded by mining works 
in the 16th century. The cave corridor 
is about 100 metres long and about 3 
meters wide. In addition, three other 
shafts were dug in the mountainside 
in the 16th century in search of copper 
ore, now partially collapsed and inac-
cessible. 

 To the west of the town, near the 
road to Sokołowiec are the sparse 
ruins of the Church of St. Catherine. 
It was a Romanesque construct, built 

The palace in Rzymówka Columnar structure of quartz porphyries 
of the Organs of Wielisławka

The ruins of the church in Sędziszowa
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from stone in the mid-13th century. It has been in ruin 
since the 15th century. According to legend this is the site 
of the first Christian church in Silesia. The result of ar-
chaeological studies carried out in 2009 and 2010 was the 
uncovering of the actual size of the church, which turned 
out to be only a little smaller than the church of St. John 
and St. Catherine in Świerzawa.
 The residential tower was erected in Sędziszowa in the 
14th century. This stone structure has four stories (origi-
nally three) and is built in a square plan. At the turn of 

the 15th and 16th centuries the building was expanded with a three-winged 
courtyard with a moat around it. The entire building was renovated in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. On the wooded, gentle hillside, west of the upper part of 
the village, there is an interesting monument. In appearance, the monument 
is reminiscent of a stone viewing tower, about 8 metres in height. At one time 
there were stone steps leading to the upper terrace. On one side of the top of 
the tower is a relief sculpture showing an Iron Cross, and on the other side 
is a helmet with a bayonet and oak leaves. Inscribed on sandstone tablets on 
the outer walls are the names of soldiers from the neighbouring communities 
who lost their lives in the First World War. 

Sichów

Sichów is located halfway between Złotoryja and 
Jawor at the foot of the “Chełmy” Landscape 

Park. It is made up of a long developed area with 
many historic buildings, dating mostly from the 19th 
century. The village is one of the oldest settlements 
in the area, and its beginnings date from the turn 
of the 12th and 13th centuries. The community in 
mentioned in documents for the first time in 1223. 
At that time the entire village was then transferred 
by Duke Henry the Bearded of Jawor to the Cister-
cian monks of Lubiąż. The village did not remain 
the property of the monks for long, and after a few 
years it was sold to the von Zedlitz family. The next owners of Sichów, the 
von Gersdorf family, erected a Renaissance manor house in the village. In the 
18th century, the monastery in Lubiąż again came into possession of the town, 
and they maintained it until it monastery was closed in 1810. In the 19th 
century, works were undertaken to mine copper ore, but they did not meet 
expectations. The Branch Church of the Immaculate Conception was prob-
ably erected in the 13th century. It a rectangular construction with a separate 
presbytery covered by cross-ribbed arches. The oldest element of the church’s 
furnishings is its Romanesque font. When it was rebuilt in the 19th century, 

it was given Neo-Gothic features. The church 
wall contains one of the tallest conciliation 
crosses in Silesia, bearing a clearly engraved 
spear. On the southern side of the village are 
the ruins of a Baroque palace from the 18th 
century. Originally, this was the site of a Ren-
aissance manor house built by the owners 
of the period, the von Gelsdorf family. The 
palace is surrounded by a park with numer-
ous exotic trees. The park site is home to the 
mausoleum of the von Richtofen family.

Memorial for victims of the First 
World War

The Organs of Wielisławka

 One of the tallest reconciliation  
crosses in Poland is in Sichów

Church of the Immaculate  
Conception in Sichów
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Słup

I t’s possible to boldly state that Słup is 
the oldest village in the area around 

Jawor. Located in the Nysa Szalona Val-
ley at the foot of Chełmy, the village was 
established in 1177. According to legend 
the name of the village (“column”) recalls 
the knight’s tower that used to stand on 
the hill (currently there’s a church there), 
and from which the inhabitants would 
observe the surrounding area. In the 13th century the village was purchased 

by the monks from Lubiąż, who created a provostship of their or-
der here. From that moment on the village could be seen to grow 

rapidly. In 1202 Duke Henry the Bearded granted the village 
trading rights, as a result of which markets took place here 

right up until 1945. 
 The most important building in the town is 

the Church of the Assumption of the BVM. The Roman-
esque church, erected in the 13th century, underwent a 
complete overhaul in the centuries that followed. It owes 

its current appearance to its 18th-century reconstruc-

tion. The church at that time acquired 
Baroque features, and the single-nave 
interior is covered by polychrome de-
picting, for example, the four Evange-
lists and fathers of the church. On the 
land of the former cemetery you can 
find a Late Gothic building once in-
tended for the collection of the bones 
of the dead from the first cemetery by 
the church (an ossarium). In front of 

the main entrance to the church grounds stands a group of four reconcilia-
tion crosses and a pillar shrine. To the east of the village is the drinking water 
reservoir for Legnica and Lubin. It also serves an anti-flood role.

 In the area around Słup on 26 August 1813 
a battle was fought in which the Prusso-Russian 
army, led by Field Marshal Blücher, destroyed 
Macdonald’s French army. That battle went 
down in history as the Battle of Kaczawa (Katz-
bach). A curiosity is the fact that it took place 
mainly with the use of arm-to-arm combat, 
as the continual rain meant that the soaked 
guns were useless. You can still find many rel-
ics recalling that event today in the landscape 
around Słup, while in Dunino a museum de-
voted to the Battle of Kaczawa has even been 
set up. 

Reconciliation crosses in Słup

Urn in Słup

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

A reconstruction of the Battle of Katzbach 
from 1813

Słup reservoir
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Sokołowiec

This is a large strip village in the adminis-
trative district of Świerzawa. It stretches 

more than five kilometres along Czermnica 
Creek, at the feet of the Sokołowskie Hills. 
The history of settlement here goes back to 
the 13th century. A few sources state that 
there was once a castle on the nearby eleva-
tion, but archaeological studies have not 
confirmed this story. 
 The upper part of the village con-
tains a 19th-century palace stylised as 
a defensive castle. Next to the palace is 
a scenic park. The building, currently being renovated, is private property, 
and alongside the palace is a fruit and vegetable processing plant. 
 Rising from the central part of Sokołowiec is the parish Church of St. Jad-
wiga. It is a Romanesque structure from the 13th century, with a sacristy from 
the 14th century. The reconstruction of the church in the 18th century gave it 
some Baroque features. The present appearance of the church comes from its 
reconstruction after a fire in the 19th century. The majority of the furnishings 
are Baroque. On the walls are Renaissance (16th century) and Rococo (18th 
century) epitaphs and headstones. 

      For a few days each a year Sokołowiec becomes 
the capitol of Polish wine culture. Each year in the 
last week of November (a week after the release 
of the Beaujolais nouveau in France) the Polish 
Wine Festival is held. In 2010 the fourth edition 
of the festival took place in Sokołowiec (primary 
school). The hosts – Teresa Kucharska and Paweł 
Góźdź hope that the event will be held there regu-
larly.  The participants in the Polish Wine Festival 
are owners of wineries and lover of the Dionysian 
beverage. This event is an opportunity to exchange 
experiences and taste the fruit of the vine. 

 The hosts are enthusiasts 
of the Kaczawskie Mountains. 
Their adventure in the region 
began with mineral hunting, an 
activity which remains a passion 
for them. They now organise 
meetings and training sessions, 
the aim of which is to educate 
about wine in all its dimen-
sions (the culture of drinking, 
and knowledge about wine and 
viticulture). The Museum of the Kaczawskie Mountains also functions here, 
with collections of minerals and fossils, an entomological collection (with 
specimens from the Sudetes and all over the world), home appliances and 
agricultural tools. Of course, there is space in the display rooms for exhib-
its associated with wine and viticulture. When visiting Sokołowiec, one can 
head out with the hosts in search of agates and other minerals, and then cut 
and polish them themselves afterward. Teresa and Paweł also have their own, 
young vineyard (currently 1.5 hectares), where they plan to grow up to 10 
varietals of grapes. 

 Sokołowiec is not the only place in the Sudetes where grape cultivation is prac-
ticed. For several years now, wineries have been operation in Dłużec, Klecza, and 
Pławna. In Poland, the Sudetes are becoming a new region for grape growing. At 
present most of the wineries are in the valley regions of Lower Silesia, in the Central 
Wisła Valley, in the Valley of the Nida, in Subcarpathia and the Lubusz Voivode-
ship. The largest Polish winery is 
in Miękinia near Wrocław, on a 
16.8 hectares of land and planted 
with 35 varietals of grapes. In Po-
land, wineries do not have crops 
as abundant as those in the south 
of Europe. One hectare of vine-
yard land in Poland can produce 
up to 45 hectolitres of wine, while 
in Italy, France, and Greece, the 
output is three times as high.

The palace in Sokołowiec

The Wine Festival in Sokołowiec
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Świerzawa

Świerzawa is a town on the upper reaches of the Kaczawa river in the 
Kaczawskie Foothills, on the road connecting Złotoryja with Jelenia 

Góra and Wojcieszów. Świerzawa is mentioned in documents for the first 
time in 1268, but tradition holds that its origin was in 1159, when Duke 
Bolesław the Tall funded a wooden church there. Originally it was a mar-
ket town, which is attested to by its extended market square, established 
along the old trade route. It received city privileges in about 1395 from 
Duke Bolko I, who also built the castle there, while the town itself did not 
have walls. In 1321 Henry I sold the hereditary rights to govern the town 
to the Zedlitz family. From that time on the city was to have the status 
of private property, becoming a local centre of agriculture and trade. By 
1391, a suburb named Nowe Miasto had already sprung up, which is an 
indication of the rate of growth of the town, which was also to face many 
tragedies, such as the great epidemic of 1347-1349, which nearly decimat-
ed the population. The city was also razed twice by the Hussites, in 1426 
and 1428. Beginning in 1524, a Lutheran congregation functioned in the 

town, and in 1534 the townspeople bought the 
hereditary governorship from Otto von Zedl-
itz, and the town market along with it. In 1639 
the town was ravaged by an enormous fire, after 
which, hindered by the Thirty Years War, the it 
struggled to rebuild over many years. In 1702 
it was plagued by a flood, then in 1732 by fire 
again, and yet another in 1762, which destroyed 
nearly all the buildings. In 1818 it became the 
seat of a newly-established county. This was 
the greatest step forward for the town since its 
incorporation. Thanks to the new government 
offices, the city was rebuilt. The residents began 
to depend less on farming, and more and more 
on craftsmanship and trade.

 In 1836 the city was visited by King Frederic Wilhelm III. 
In 1861 a printing house was founded, and from 1887 a local 
paper, the Schönauer Kreiszeitung was published. In 1895 the 
railroad connected to the city, making tourist development pos-
sible. The painter Paul Weiman lived here from 1900 to 1918. In 
1911 running water and sewers were installed in the town. There 
was little industry: a farm implement factory, two construction 
companies, a brickworks and a small brewery, as well as a fish 
farm, one dairy and a mill. 
 In 1932 the Świerzawa county was dissolved, which led to 
the collapse of the local economy. 
 The Polish authorities came to Świerzawa at the end of May or June of 
1945. At that time the town was renamed “Szunów”, which was changed in 
1947 to Świerzawa. In 1947 it would lose its city charter and become a vil-
lage. In 1957 it was elevated to the rank of a development. In 1970 the small 
area of village known as Stara Kraśnica was added to Świerzawa, and on 1 
January 1984, it was given a new city charter.

T he Church of St. John the Baptist and 
St. Catherine of Alexandria is without 

a doubt the most valuable historic building in 
the city, and is seen by many as one of the most 
valuable Romanesque artefacts in Poland. Lo-
cated between Świerzawa and Sędziszowa, on 
a small elevation, it was built, along with its 
defensive wall, from stonemasonry, but sand-
stone was used for its decorative architectural 
elements. This method is a typical example 
of a Romanesque country church. From the 
west side, the nave is closed by a three-storey 
tower, topped with a tall spire. On the north 
side, a sacristy was added to the presbytery, 
and a small funeral chapel was added to the 
southwest corner of the nave. The interior of the 
church is covered with a flat wooden ceiling.

The Town Hall in Świerzawa

The Church of St. John the Baptist and  
St. Catherine of Alexandria

Romanesque window

Paintings in the apse of the Church  
of St. John the Baptist and St. Catherine  

of Alexandria
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 Documentary evidence exists indicating that 
the church dates from 1268, but architectural study 
establishes its date of construction in the second 
quarter of the 13th century. Initially it was the 
parish church for the neighbouring villages, but 
from the time of Świerzawa’s charter (c. 1295) it 
became the town parish church until a new church 
was built in 1382, when it became a branch church 
and cemetery church. In 1482 the church was de-
voured by fire. During its reconstruction in 1507 
the tower, sacristy, and funeral chapel were added. 
In 1552 it came under the authority of the Luther-
ans, from whom it was taken and returned to the 
Catholics in 1654. In 1713 it became a cemetery 
church.
 The first preservation works were carried out 
here in 1959, and the following works in 1963 to 
1965, and they were continued later, form 1977 

practically to today. The church is mainly famous for its unique wall paint-
ings. The oldest, known as the “Tree of Life” with zoomorphic themes (the 
only one of its kind in Poland) is on the walls of the apse, which contains 
masterful sculpted widow ornaments characteristic of Romanesque art. Es-
pecially worthy of note are the series of paintings on religious themes from 
the turn of the 14th and 15th centuries on the walls of the main nave and 
presbytery. These paintings present the life of St. Catherine of Alexandria 
and the character of St. Christopher. On the south wall of the presbytery 
is a 14th-century painting of the Crucifixion. In the lower part an image 
of the kneeling founder (the oldest such image in Silesia) can be seen. The 
church is oriented along the points of the compass. Entering from the west 
one passes through a recessed portal form the 13th century. The Tree of Life 
is presented on the tympanum of that portal. This is the loveliest example 
of Romanesque art in the Sudetes. In the interior and around the outside of 
the church are many gravestones, mostly from the turn of the 16th century. 
A magnificent view of the town stretches from the church’s tower.  The Ad-
ministrator of the church is the CKSiT (Culture Centre for Sport and Tour-
ism), and the caretaker is the SONOVE association. The church is accessible 
to visitors year round, outside of the summer season by prior appointment 
through the Culture Centre or the SONOVE association (0-75/ 71-35-273, 
0-697-778-534).

 The Church of the Ascension of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
stands to the southwest of the square. It is a Gothic church, the presbytery 
of which was erected in 1382, continuing the construction of the nave in 
the mid-15th century. It was laid down on a north-south axis, fitting with 
the street plan of the town. It is a stone pseudo-basilica, but without the 

natural light that is typical of a ba-
silica. All three naves are covered by 
the same roof, as in hall churches. 
the tower was added in an unusual 
fashion, on the north western corner 
of the presbytery, where it meets the 
main nave. In front of the presbytery 
a pseudo-transept, or perpendicular 
nave, was built, which on one side is 
occupied by a two-story sacristy. The 
interior of the church is covered by 
cross-ribbed arches. The decorative 

stonework is one of the interior’s most interesting and valuable features. In 
addition to the buttresses, these are the high-arched windows and the two 
portals: the Late-Gothic portal at the southern porch, with a tympanum 
edged with floral decorations and closed with a “donkey’s back” arch, and 
the significantly humbler portal next to the main entrance.
 On the interior walls are numerous Ren-
aissance and Baroque epitaphs and grave 
markers. Of the furnishings, worthy of men-
tion are the Late-Gothic font with baroque 
cover and the Renaissance reliefs from the 
second half of the 16th century with a scene 
of the Crucifixion. The remainder of the valu-
able church furnishings are form the Baroque 
period. 
 On the road leading out of Świerzawa in 
the direction of Jelenia Góra, one can find the 
only monument to Bolko I the Strict, which 
was made at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, preserved and completed in 2008 at 
the initiative of the town’s residents.

Gate in front of the Church of St. John the 
Baptist and St. Catherine of Alexandria

Renaissance relief with a scene  
of the Crucifixion

Church of the Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Świny

Świny is a small village to the north 
of Bolków. From the start of its ex-

istence the village was linked to the cas-
tle located on a steep hill. The strong-
hold stood on the site of an earlier cas-
tle as early as 1108. From the mid-13th 
century right up until the 18th century 
the castle belonged to the Świnków 
(von Schweinichen) Family. During the 
Seven Years’ War (1756-1763) the whole 
establishment burned down. In the 19th century reconstruction of the castle 
was planned according to the design of one of the most famous architects, 
Karl Schinkel. It was never undertaken, however, and the medieval fortress 
began to fall ever deeper into ruin. After World War II the ruins were shored 
up. The complex of buildings dating from various eras has been preserved 

up until the present day. The highest part of the 
hill contains the oldest which dates from the 14th 
century – a knightly tower, or the so-called Upper 
Castle. The building was constructed to a rectangu-
lar design and is surrounded on the east by a moat. 
Noteworthy in the tower walls are the ogival win-
dows and embrasures. The lower part of the tower 
was intended to be a knightly hall. The castle was 
extended at the end of the 17th century by Johann 
Sigismund von Schweinichen. Dating from that pe-
riod are the rhomboidal fortifications with cylindri-
cal bastions. The Lower Castle, divided from the main castle by a moat, was 
also fortified. Nearby, surrounded by a cemetery wall, is St. Nicholas’ Church. 
The castle is first mentioned in sources from 1318, but there must already 
have been a building on the spot before that. Fre-
quently rebuilt, its current appearance was acquired 
in the late 16th century. The modest church building 
hides a richly decorated interior with Renaissance 
fittings dating from around 1580-1600. Particularly 
noteworthy are: the wooden benches and galleries 
covered by Renaissance polychrome work; the pul-
pit established by Hans von Schweinichen and the 
sculpted baptismal font with an engraved pewter 
bowl. The walls have retained full-figure tombstones 
of the von Schweinichen family.

Coat of arms of the Von Schweinichen

Ranaisssance portal leading  
to the lower castle

Church of St. Nicholas in Świny

Castle in Świny

1.- Entrance gate
2.- Palace
3.- Bastle house
4.- West house
5.- Donjon
6.- Bastion

Ruins of Świny Castle
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Twardocice

Twardocice, located to the southwest of Pielgrzymka, at first 
sight appears to be nothing special when seen against the 

backdrop of the villages in the Kaczawskie Foothills. Like many 
other villages you can find a functioning Catholic church, an 
abandoned Protestant prayer house, a palace falling into ruin, 
and of course picturesque buildings. However, the village is per-
vaded by an inexplicable magical atmosphere, which you can’t 
find anywhere else in the region. Life goes on here as it does 
elsewhere, but something, however, is different. Maybe it’s the ef-
fect of a story hazily camouflaged in certain parts of Twardocice. 
One thing is certain – in the 16th century this wasn’t a typical 
Sudeten village. The perpetrators of this whole “mess” are the 
Schwenckfelds… 

C aspar Schwenckfeld was born in 1489 in Osiek (German: Ossig). He came 
from a noble family which had settled in Silesia in the 13th century. He origi-

nally attended the parish school in Legnica, after which he began his studies at 
the University of Cologne. After finishing university he returned to his native area 
when he worked as a writer and an advisor to the Silesian Dukes. In 1521 
he became an advisor of Frederick II, the Duke of Legnica. Even at that 
time he was considered to be a great advocator of the Reformation. Ini-
tially Schwenckfeld agreed with the teachings of Martin Luther, but as 
a result of his independent study of the Holy Scripture he came to 
different verdicts, which he delivered in his fiery sermons. In 1526 
Silesia came under the control of the Catholic Habsburgs, and 
for Schwenckfeld this meant that he had to leave his homeland. 
In dispute with the Duke of Legnica and the father of the Ref-
ormation, Martin Luther, he went into emigration in Southern 
Germany.    

 In Twardocice the Schwenckfelds – that was how the followers of the 
reformed evangelical church established by Schwenckfeld were called – re-
mained until 1730. Persecuted by Catholics and Protestants, they emigrated 
to the United States, where you can still find their congregations today. A 
reminder of the Schwenckfeld presence in Twardocice is the monument es-
tablished by the descendants of the emigrants to the USA in 1863.

Twardocice – Church of St. Peter and St. Paul

Monument to the Schwenkfelds

Twardocice – the ruins of the former evangelical church
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Wiadrów

W iadrów is a 
long village 

along the River Nysa Mała 
to the south of Jawor. According to 

historical documents a castle stood on 
the site of the palace in the town, but it 
was burned in the 15th century by the 
Hussites.   Now no trace of the fortress 
remains, and the palace itself was built in the 18th century. The Church of 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is mentioned in documents in 1399, and was 
comprehensively rebuilt in the 16th century. The single-nave church with its 
addition from the 19th century in its manneristic main altar with scenes of  
the Crucifixion, his Placement into the Grave and the Resurrection. On the 
walls of the church there are 13 full-figure memorials of the Reibnitz. On the 
pillar of the entrance gate to the church grounds is a Baroque sculpture of St. 
John Nepomucen Along the church wall is a sandstone conciliation cross with 
a halo. Nearby are the ruins of a Baroque church.

Wojcieszów

W ojcieszów is a town located on the upper run of the River Kaczawa, 
in the place that forms a pass through the Kaczawskie Mountains, 

and in particular its Western and Eastern Ridges, and in the administrative 
district of Złotoryja.
 This place was formed from two villages that were established in the 
mid-13th century in the valley of the Kaczawa and belonging to the local 
knights: the Tschirnhaus  and Kaufung families, and later to the families of 
Redern, Stumpel, and Zedlitz. In 1367 there was already a defensible manor 
house in Wojcieszów. Records from 1525 show that there were two lime 
kilns here. The town was badly damaged during the Thirty Years’ War. In 
1708 a flood killed many of the citizens, and other floods occurred in the 
years 1755, 1797, 1804, 1813 and 1897. In the 17th century there were at 
least 5 knightly estates here. There were also active quarries for red marble, 
from which material came to build the palace in Potsdam in the 18th cen-
tury. In the 18th century this was one of the largest villages in the region, 
divided into three parts and ten estates. 
 After 1742, Lutherans built a school and congregation house in the 
city. In 1753 a huge fire destroyed the village. In 1851 all of the parts of the 
village were united into a single whole. From 1806 to 1808 French armies 
were quartered in Wojcieszów. 
The 19th century saw dramatic 
growth of the village. Between 
1892 and 1898 a huge quarry 
was established in the town by 
Tschirnhaus AG along with a 
lime plant employing 900 peo-
ple. In 1896 the railway con-
nected to the town. An electric 
power plant, water service and 
sewers, a post office, hospital, 
and worker’s homes were built. 
In 1926 a flood control dam was 
built on the Kaczawa. During 

The palace in Wiadrów

Procession of Joy in WojcieszówChurch of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in Wiadrów
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the Second World War, the Nazis used Soviet and French prisoners of war 
for labour in the quarry. On May 9, 1945 Wojcieszów was taken over by the 
Red Army, and shortly afterward the Polish authorities would arrive. Pro-
duction was resumed in the industrial facilities. In 1950 the construction of 
a residential development was begun for the employees of the Wojcieszów 
Cement and Lime Works. In 1969 the bottling plant for the popular mineral 
water brand “Wojcieszowianka” was opened, and in 1973 it was incorpo-
rated as a city.

 Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary situ-
ated in the lower part of the town, was mentioned in documents as early as 
1366, but had probably been built long before. It was rebuilt many times, 
most recently in 1913, and it was renovated 
in 1998. It is a Gothic building built on a 
rectangular plan. Inside, it houses modest 
Romanesque relicts and Gothic and Ba-
roque furnishings. Medieval tombstones 
can be found on the presbytery floor. On 
the wall are the full-length 17th-century 
epitaphs of the Zedlitz family.

 Opposite is a former Evangelical church, 
erected in 1754 with a tower from 1912, current-
ly not in operation. Inside are the wooden lofts.

 The Church of the Holy Mother the 
Queen of Poland is a modern structure, 
erected in the 1980s in Upper Wojcieszów, cov-
ered with a saddle roof in the shape of a tent, and 
with a detached bell tower.

 5 palaces still stand in Wojcieszów, of which at least 2 deserve a men-
tion:
 The palace in the lower part of the town on ul. Bolesława Chro-
brego 251, built in the 17th century on the foundations of a Renaissance 
manor, which was thoroughly transformed into a Neo-Gothic structure 
between 1858 and 1860, built on a pentagonal plan. There is a park adjoin-
ing the palace. A state-owned farm was established on the site after 1945, 
between 1960 and 2001 the palace housed an elementary school. Since 2004 
it has been private property.
 The palace in the upper part of the town on ul. Bolesława Chro-
brego 48, built in the 16th century as a Renaissance manor, and thoroughly 
transformed in the style of the German Renaissance in 1891 and 1892. On 
2 July 1930 the palace suffered serious damage in a fire, after which it un-
derwent comprehensive renovation. After the war it became the property of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences, and between 1970 and 1976 it belonged to 
the state-owned farm. In 1987 it came into the hands of a horse farm from 
Dzierżoniów, and currently it is in private hands.

 The gallows situated to the east of the town on the 
Trzciniec Mountain slopes. It is the best-preserved struc-
ture of its kind in Lower Silesia. It was built in the 17th 
century from granite blocks, in the shape of a cylindrical 
tower with an inside diameter of 6 metres and height of 
3 metres, while the wall thickness varies between 1 to 
1.2 metres. Four stone columns are placed on the foun-
dation crown. They served as support for the wooden 
beams, which the noose was attached to.

Wojcieszów’s Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The interior of the Church of the Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is mainly from  

the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries

Full-length epitaphs of the Zedlitz family
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 Miłek Mountain (594 m a.s.l.), located to the east of Wojcieszów Górny, 
is completely overgrown with mixed woods, with rocks peeking out through 
the greenery that make for a excellent vantage points. It is made up of Cam-
brian crystallised limestone known as Wojcieszów marble. Many caves ex-
isted here at one time, and were used by Palaeolithic people. The mountain 
has been a forest preserve since 1994 encompassing over 141 ha. The area is 
home to typical calciphyte species, rare in the Sudetes, and many of them are 
under protection, such as orchids - Red Helleborine, Early Coralroo, Bird’s-
nest Orchid and the largest Broad-leaved Helleborine. There are many kinds 
of ferns and flowers found in the area, such as  Common Toadflax, Harebell, 
Basil thyme, Thyme and Wavy Hair-grass, which makes up the sod. It is the 
only place in Poland where Cochlodina costata land snails are found – the 
relics of the Quaternary Period. The region of Wojcieszów has numerous 
bicycle trails and educational routes.

 Many tectonic phenomena occur in the Wojcieszów region, and there are many 
faults and limestone caves in the Mountains of Połom and Miłek. Up to the 19th 
century, these caves contained traces of human habitation and bones of cave bears. 
These caves are a major spelunking attraction.
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Zagrodno

Zagrodno is one of the longest elon-
gated villages in Lower Silesia. The 

first village was founded on this site 
by Franconian settlers brought to the 
area by Henry the Bearded in the 13th 
century. In 1663 the army of Albrecht 
Wallenstein plundered the village and 
burned down the church. Adding to the 
woe was the plague which tore through 
the region, practically depopulating 
the village. After the end of the Thirty 
Years’ War (1648) Zagrodno was settled 
by Czech dissenters.

 Picturesquely stretching along the 
Skora Stream the village has a number 
of interesting historical buildings. The 
most important in Zagrodno is the 
former Protestant Church of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. It dates from the 
18th century and stands on the site of 
a Gothic church that was destroyed by 
Wallenstein’s troops. Noteworthy inside 
is the Late Gothic baptismal font, above 
which hang the clappers of the bells 
from the previous church.The man who 

designed the church in 
Zagrodno was one of the 
most famous architects of Early Classicism (18th-19th century) 
– Carl Gotthard Langhans. He was the court architect of the 
Prussian King, and among his most well-known accomplish-
ments are: the Hatzfweld and Royal Palace in Wrocław, the 
palace in Brzeg Dolny and the famous Brandenburg Gate in 
Berlin. 

Złotoryja

Złotoryja is a town located on the Kaczawa, on 
the border between the Kaczawskie Foothills 

and Chojnów Plateau. It is the administrative capital 
of a county of about 16,000 residents in the Lower 
Silesia Voivodeship.
 The oldest traces of humans date from the Neo-
lithic period, while the traces of settlement come 
from early Middle Ages, and are related to the Trze-
bowianie tribe. The foundation of the settlement is 
related to the mining of gold, dating back to 1180-
1240. The city privileges were granted to Złotoryja in 1211 by the Duke Henry 
the Bearded. This made it the oldest city charter in the Poland, becoming a 
model for other towns. Złotoryja is mentioned in written documents for the 
first time in 1232. Mining of gold stopped being profitable in the 14th century, 

The Classicist chapel in the church 
cemetery

The designer of the in Zagrodno church 
was Carl Gotthard Langhans, the creator 

of the Brandenburg Gate 

City Administration building  
in Złotoryja

Townhouse on the square The miner’s fountain
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and the burghers began to develop the canvas and brewing 
industries. In 1274 the town received mining rights and in 
1290 it was granted the one-mile law. In 1328, together with 
the remaining part of the Duchy of Legnica, Złotoryja be-
came a fiefdom of the Czech crown. In 1427, 1428 and 1431 
it was invaded by the Hussites.
 In 1504 a school was founded, whose best years came 
between 1525 and 1556 when Valentin Trozendorf became 
its rector. The gymnasium was in such high esteem that the 

Duke of Legnica, Frederic II planned to change its status to that of university, 
but those designs were halted by the Duke’s death in 1554. In the 18th century 
the town became one of the main centres of canvas making in Lower Silesia. 
Over the following century the town saw the opening of a few larger industrial 
plants. In 1884 the railway was connected to the town. 
 As the consequence of the devastation of the Thirty Years’ War and natu-
ral disasters, in 17th century  Złotoryja lost much of its significance. In 1675, 
following the death of the last Piast – Duke George William, the town, to-
gether with rest of the Duchy of Legnica, fell under direct Habsburg authority. 
In 1742 it was taken by force by Prussia. On 26 August 1813, the armies of 
Napoleon, led by Marshal Macdonald, were defeated  at the Battle of Katzbach 
near Złotoryja by a Prussian army under the command of Field Marshal von 
Blücher.
 In the 19th century the canvas making industry fell into decline. Only in 
1879 did an industrial plant open – a hat manufacturing factory. Economic 
growth came with the connection of the railway in 1884. The town became a 
centre of tourism.
 On 13 February 1945 Złotoryja was taken by the Red Army, Polish au-
thorities appeared in May and soon after the first Polish settlers started to 
arrive. By 1949 the former residents had been expatriated to Germany.
 Factories related to the mineral, glass (Christmas tree decorations) and 
construction industries operate in the 
town. Companies from Poland (PGP 
“Bazalt”), Belgium (Eucoso sp. z o.o.), 
Germany (AKsys sp. z o.o.) and Italy 
(Adeoscreen sp. z o.o.) operate in 
Złotoryja’s part of the Legnica Special 
Economic Zone.

The Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, first 
mentioned in records from 1217 is the most valuable and the oldest histori-

cal building in the town. It is also a defensive structure, which was once surrounded 
by a cemetery and a moat. In the Middle Ages, the Order of St. John granted the 
church another patron saint – St. Michael. It is a Gothic church, which retained 
many Romanesque elements such as its sacristy and lofts. Also worthy of notice are 
the Renaissance pulpit from 1584, the main altar from the 18th century, the loft 
polychromies from c. 1609 and a number of epitaphs from the renaissance to the 
Baroque periods, including one of Trotzendorf from 1560. In the lower storey of the 
east tower there is a reconstructed chain library.

 St. Jadwiga’s Church dating from the 13th 
century endured damage and a number of fires be-
fore being rebuilt between 1555 and 1557 and then 
thoroughly rebuilt by the Franciscan Order between 
1708 and 1725, which makes it for all practical pur-
poses a Baroque church. It is adjoined by the monas-
tery building with a viridarium inside, the garden of 
which hosts a 15th-century Gothic pole shrine with 
rich sculptural decorations.

City walls

Well with the coat of arms of the Order of St. John  
at the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Church of St. Jadwiga

Gothic Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Złotoryja



100 101

 St. Nicholas’ Church built in the 14th century, then rebuilt a number 
of times, last time in 1862 a year after the last fire. It has a Gothic recessed 
portal with rich floral ornamentation. On the walls are numerous epitaphs 
and tomb slabs dating from the 15th to 19th centuries.

T he Kowalska [Blacksmiths] Tower and 
Defensive Walls. Złotoryja acquired its first ring 

of defensive walls in the 14th century, and the second 
in the 15th century. It had two gates and two doors 
in them. In 1822 the gates, and in 1863 a substantial 
part of the walls, were demolished. The remaining parts 
underwent comprehensive preservation works between 
1957 and 1964 and then again in 2006. The best-pre-
served is the Kowalska Tower, which once guarded the 
Upper Gate, at a height of 22.5 metres and a diameter 
of 10 meters, crowned with a mid-16th century attic. 
The cellar of the tower served as a starvation cell. Today 
it is a scenic viewpoint.

 The Złotoryja Cultural Centre is located in 
a magnificent building erected in 1957 according 
to the designs of Maria and Kazimierz Piechotka. 

Inside is an audience hall with 210 seats containing paintings by Maria and 
Zbigniew Dyląg. The Centre supervises over the Museum of Gold founded 
in 1977, which is located in the building of the so-called Torture Chamber. 
It showcases minerals and specimens of the local fauna and flora and de-
picts the history of gold excavation.  Also founded in 1992, the Polish Broth-
erhood of Gold Diggers has had their own exhibition here since 1998.

 In the western part of the town is the Złotoryja Reservoir, rebuilt 
and comprehensively restored in 2010. It is now one of the most modern 
recreational centres for the residents and tourists in Lower Silesia. It is the 
place where many recreational and 
cultural events take place – including 
the Gold Panning Championships.  
The area of the reservoir filled by the 
Kaczawa is 1.5 ha and the recreational 
centre 5 ha.

The Aurelia Gold Mine. Its tun-
nels were dug out underneath St. Nicho-

las Mountain (at ul. Stroma), probably in the 
16th and 17th centuries but many shafts come 
from the 20th century. The length of the roads is 
about 100 metres. In 1997 the researchers dis-
covered a large shaft called Charles’s Shaft, 28 
metres deep. The mine is open to visitors from 1 
May to 30 September.

T he elevation south of Złotoryja, 
Wilkołak [Werewolf] Mountain, at 

a height of 367 m a.s.l., is an extinct volcano 
and a nature reserve in the with a very char-
acteristic profile shaped by the functioning 
basalt quarry, in operation since the begin-
ning of the 20th century. The mountain’s 
surroundings were inhabited as early as the 
Neolithic Period. In modern times it was 
a source of water for Złotoryja. Since the 

18th century it was an important tourist destination and vantage point. In 1959 the 
“Wilcza Góra” [Wolf Mountain] geological reserve with an area of 1.69 hectares was 
opened there with in order to protect its enormous basalt rose.

 On the right side of the road into to Złotoryja, on the Jelenia Góra side, 
is a parking lot. It is the best place to begin a walk towards Wilcza Jama [The 
Wolf Cave]. This is one of a few small caves located in the little rocks above 
Drążnica Creek. They were created as the result of the processes of erosion 
that shaped the sandstone. Wilcza Jama is 7 metres deep and roughly 3 metres 
wide. Nearby are other caves, such as the Bear Cave, and a little further is the 
Rocky Waterfall.

 Since 1992, at the end of every May, 
the Złotoryja Days festival takes place. 
One of its most important events is the 
Gold Panning Championships. In 2000 
the World Championship in Gold Pan-
ning was held there.

Złotoryja Days

The ‘Werewolf ’

Gold mine

The Museum of Gold
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The former City 
Hall (Main Square 
42) This building is 
from 1841-1842. 
On the façade of 
the three-arcaded 
portico with a jerkin-
head (seen here is 
the town’s coat of 
arms on a separate 
cartouche) and 
acroterium.

In front of the City hall is a Baroque Dolphin Fountain dating from 1604, founded 
by Mayor Johann Feige, hence the Latin inscription on the crowning (SE FIGENS IN 
IOVA  - Trust in God) is an anagram of his first and last name. Dolphins symbolise 
piety. Their heads, knocked off after the war, were recreated in a different form 
between 1957 and 1958. The last comprehensive renovation works on the foun-
tain were conducted in 2008.

In the central 
Lower Market 
Square the Min-
ers Fountain 
stands (restored 
in 2008). Their 
statues were 
made by Fritz 
Richter-Elsner in 
1943 to com-
memorate the 
participation of 
gold diggers from Złotoryja in the 1241 Battle of 
Legnica against the Tatar forces. The number of 
limes surrounding the fountain is not accidental – 
according to legend they were planted by 7 burgh-
ers who survived the epidemic of 1553. 

The Market Square 
in Złotoryja

TOWNHOuSE 
ON THE SquArE
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Main Square 2
Fragment of the Renaissance 
portal depicting Adam and Eve, 
frieze with the motif of dolphins, 
the images of the owners and an 
inscription praising their virtues.

Main Square 2
Neo-Classical façade with a 19th 
century bay window

Main Square 5
The former Trzy Góry [Three 
Mountains] and Złoty Pelikan 
[Golden Pelican] hotels The 
stone Renaissance portal  (1623) 
with sitting niches, semicircular 
archivolts and Doric columns.

Main Square 6
Townhouse from the 16th-19th 
centuries. In the hall is a plaque 
1577 with a Latin text attributing 
the prosperity of the nation and 
its citizens.

Main Square 7
Façade from the 18th-19th cen-
turies with corniced pilasters. 
There is an ornamented wooden 
porch on the ground floor dating 
from the 19th century. 

Main Square 8
The Baroque peak and the Ren-
aissance elements of the stair-
case with light well are from a 
20thcentury renovation.

Main Square 9
16th-century elements include 
the portal and the vaulting of 
the cellars and ground floor, the 
medallions with figurative deco-
rations and the Neo-Classicist 
rustication and pilasters are from 
the 19th century. The staircase is 
lit by a light well

Main Square 10-12
On the rear faces of the buildings 
are tow stone tablet dated 1588 
and 1801 with property marks 
and initials and monograms, 
probably of the owners.

Main Square 13
Renaissance portal with sitting 
niches, mussel-shell motifs and 
fermule ornamentation.

A walk in the Złotoryja’s Market Square
Main Square 15
The most valuable townhouse 
on the square. From the 16th 
century are the window fram-
ing on ul. Solna and corbel with 
a lion’s head in the hall. Baroque 
façade from 1730: peak with a 
triangular tympanum and por-
tal with diagonal pilasters, with 
interlace ornamentation. Inside 
is the wooden interior construc-
tion and a polychromy from the 
18th century.

Main Square 26
Townhouse with ground-level 
rustication and a Baroque portal 
(1770) and the letter “G” above a 
window.

Main Square 27
Townhouse from about 1770, 
rebuilt in the 20th century.  Cov-
ered with a mansard roof.

Main Square 37
Townhouse from the 1920s 
built on an earlier foundation. 
Windows decorated with jerkin-
heads.

Main Square 41
Townhouse certainly from the 
end of the 19th century a 16th-

century foundation: Neo-Gothic 
bay window, attics imitating bat-
tlements and a portal on the tym-
panum of which the city coat of 
arms is displayed in its 18th-19th 
century version is displayed.

Townhouses No. 43-52 form a 
block in the centre of the square, 
mostly from the 19th century, 
but built on older frames. They 
are mostly three- or four-storey 
buildings, covered with saddle 
roofs. Here and there we see 
classicist jerkinheads, dormers, 
mansandras, framed sandstone 
portals (from the 18th century, 
Nos. 48, 50, 52), attics (No. 49), 
and cornice consoles (Nos. 49 
and 51)
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BED AND BREAKFAST

JAWOR
Monte Christo
 Pomocne 80, 59-400 Jawor 

tel. 76 870 87 25 
www.wiemy.pl/montechristo 
e-mail: montechristo@neostrada.pl

DOBKÓW
„Villa Greta – Magia Tradycji”
 Dobków 59, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713-44-53, 509 745 591
 www.villagreta.pl, www.villagreta.de
 e-mail: ewelina@villagreta.pl

„Zorza Poranna”
 Randi en Herman Seweustr-Stenger
 Dobków 42, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713-59-88, 530 715 177
 www.zorzaporanna.com
 e-mail: info@zorzaporanna.com

LESZCZYNA
„U Huberta”
 Leszczyna 25, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 663 147 773
 www.leszczyna.agro.pl

LUBIATÓW
Zajazd Lubiatów
 Lubiatów 70 a, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 76 887 27 76, 602 762 468

LUBIECHOWA
Noclegi – Monika Bembenik
 Lubiechowa, ul. Długa 79, 59-540 

Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713 54 43, 796 690 750
 e-mail: bembenikmonika@vp.pl

MODLIKOWCE
„Willa Czarodziejka” 
 Modlikowice 28, 59-516 Zagrodno
 tel. 663 957 898, 785 219 085
 www.willa-czarodziejka.lua.pl
 e-mail: willaczarodziejka@o2.pl

NOWY KOŚCIÓŁ
„Agrohippika” – Ośrodek Jeździecki
 Nowy Kościół, ul. Złotoryjska 20, 

59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712 42 36, 607 703 421, 
 605 480 427
 www.agrohippika.pl
 e-mail: poczta@agrohippika.pl

„Oskar” 
 Nowy Kościół, ul. Złotoryjska 20a, 

59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 693 283 120, 
 tel./fax. 75 712 41 52,
 e-mail: motoszkola@vp.pl
            leta10@poczt.fm

HOTEL „PANORAMA”
 ul. Mickiewicza 6, 59-420 Bolków  

tel. 75 74 13 444
Biały Dom
 Luboradz 1, 59-407 Mściwojów 

tel. 76 872 85 57 
tel. kom. 609 687 947 
www.bialydom.ovh.org 
e-mail: gryniewiecki@interia.pl

JAWOR
HOTEL JAWOR
 ul. Staszica 10, 59–400 Jawor 

tel. 76 871 06 24 
fax  76 871 15 43 
www.hoteljawor.com.pl 
e-mail: recepcja@hoteljawor.com.pl

HOTEL „SPORTOWY” OSiR
 ul. Parkowa 7, 59–400 Jawor 

tel. 76 870 21 41 
fax 76 870 26 46 
e-mail: osir@jawor.pl

MOTEL „POD ZAMKIEM”
 ul. Dąbrowskiego 1, 59–400 Jawor 

tel. 76 870 29 39

NOWY KOŚCIÓŁ
ZAJAZD POD BOCIANEM
 Nowy Kościół, ul. Jeleniogórska 56, 

59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712 41 73
 www.podbocianem.republika.pl

PASZOWICE
MOTEL „KASKADA”
 Myślibórz 8a, 59-411 Paszowice 

tel. 76 870 80 70 
www.barkaskada.republika.pl 
e-mail: halinakumik@wp.pl

WILKÓW
HOTEL „LEŚNY”
 Wilków, ul. Leśna 2, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 76 878 07 50, 512 193 161

ZŁOTORYJA
HOTEL “QUBUS”
 pl. Reymonta 7, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel./fax 76 878-35-97
 www.qubushotel.com
 e-mail: zlotoryja@qubushotel.com

OTHER

DOBKÓW
Schronisko Młodzieżowe
 Dobków, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713 53 22, 75 713 48 57

„Regina” Agroturystyka
 Nowy Kościół, ul. Złotoryjska 10, 59-540 

Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712-42-03

„Widomscy” – Agroturystyka
 Nowy Kościół, ul. Ciemna 9, 
 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 76 878 55 66, 728 395 055, 
 728 394 801
 www.krzeniow.prv.pl
 e-mail: ewa.widomska@gmail.com

PIELGRZYMKA
„Grapa” Ośrodek 
– świetlica parafialna „Koleby”
 Pielgrzymka 112, 59-524 Pielgrzymka
 tel. 76 877 50 04
 e-mail: parafiapielgrzymka@dersen.com.pl

PODGÓRKI
„Agrokapellanka” 
 Podgórki 7, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713 71 87, 601 741 468, 
 609 406 958
 www.agro.kapellanka.com.pl
 e-mail:marcelinajg@gmail.com

PROBOSZCZÓW
 „Zaczarowany Ogród”
 Proboszczów 88, 59-524 Pielgrzymka
 tel. 605 858 693, 607 675 420
 www.zaczarowanyogrod.com
 e-mail: zaczarowanyogrod@tlen.pl

RÓŻANA
 „Różana”
 Różana 1, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712 41 96, 601 406 141

SĘDZISZOWA
 „Domek Myśliwski” - Halina Moszumańska
 Sędziszowa, ul. Złotoryjska 3, 
 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 693 611 251

„Eden” - Iwona Pałczyńska
 Sędziszowa, ul. Złotoryjska 2, 
 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712 60 29, 512 303 643

„U Groszków”
 Sędziszowa, ul. Młyńska 1, 
 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712-60-58, 691 060 720
 www.ugroszkow.pl
 e-mail: agro@ugroszkow.pl

SOKOLA
Ireneusz Nawara
 Grobla 5, 59–415 Sokola 

tel. 76 870 11 12

GROBLA
Ośrodek Turystyczno-Szkoleniowy MAGDALENA
 Grobla 11 A, 59-411 Paszowice 

tel. 76 870 16 03 
fax. 76 729 29 51 
tel. kom. 601 239 413

 www.palac-grobla.pl 
e-mail: palac-grobla@wp.pl

GRODZIEC
Zakład Usług Turystycznych „Zamek Grodziec”
 Grodziec, 59-516 Zagrodno
 tel. 76 877-44-52, 504 051 022
 www.grodziec.com
 e-mail: grodziec@grodziec.com

JASTROWIEC
Chata Morgana
 Jastrowiec 15 

59-420 Bolków 
tel. 75 745 02 00 
tel. kom.  605 339 675 
www.chatamorgana.ig.pl 
e-mail: chatamorgana@ig.pl

JAWOR
Pokoje Gościnne „Kowalsky”
 ul. Kasprowicza 2, 59-400 Jawor 

tel. 691 591 807 
www.noclegijawor.pl

Ośrodek Wypoczynkowy „Jawornik”
 ul. Myśliborska 15, 59-400 Jawor 

tel. 76 870 38 13 
e-mail: osir@jawor.pl

Willa  „Furtak”
 ul. Moniuszki 10a,59-400 Jawor 

tel./fax 76 871 11 21 
www.willafurtak.eu 
e-mail: willafurtak@o2.pl

MŚCIWOJÓW
Ostoja u Mściwoja
 Mściwojów 10, 59-407 Mściwojów 

tel.76 872 82 85 
tel. kom.  691 064 686 
http://agrokasak.w.interia.pl

MUCHÓW
Ośrodek Szkoleniowo - Wypoczynkowy 

„Pałacyk”
 Muchów, 59-424 Męcinka 

tel./fax 76 870 89 20

MYŚLIBÓRZ
Centrum Edukacji Ekologicznej 
i Krajoznawstwa Salamandra 
 Myślibórz 11, 59-411 Paszowice 

tel. 76 870 80 02 
www.centrumedukacji.info.pl  
e-mail: chelmy@poczta.onet.pl

SOKOŁOWIEC
„Agat” Gospodarstwo Agroturystyczno 
– Winiarskie
 Sokołowiec 113, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 712 51 33, 795 102 404,
 662 121 206
 www.agroturystka-agat.pl
 e-mail: kucharska.t@wp.pl, 
 kucharska.t@neostrada.pl

STARA KRAŚNICA
Marcin Kikuła – Agroturystyka
 Stara Kraśnica 27, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713 52 47
 e-mail: marcin152@o2.pl

„Country Spa” – Piękno z natury
 Stara Kraśnica 12, 59-540 Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713 44 47, 501 050 275
 www.countryspa.pl
 e-mail: countryspa@neostrada.pl

UNIEJOWICE
„Sabadachowo”
 Uniejowice 79, 59-516 Zagrodno
 tel.  76 877-34-98

WILKÓW
„Pod Bukiem” Agroturystyka
 Wilków Osiedle, ul. Szkolna 7a
 tel.  76 878 29 18, 663 032 939

WOJCIESZÓW
„U Barbary” 
 ul. B. Chrobrego 179, 
 59-550 Wojcieszów
 tel. 695 725 874, 695 725 875
 www.ubarbary.pl
 e-mail: waldemar.ciechanowicz@

neostrada.pl

WOJCIESZYN
„Rancho Pod Strusiem”
 Wojcieszyn 80, 59-524 Pielgrzymka
 tel.  76 877-59-49,+48 509 048 891
 www.blackostrich.eu
 e-mail: blackostrich@cxt.pl

MODLIKOWICE
 „Willa Czarjodziejka”
 Modlikowice 28, 59-516 Zagrodno
 tel. 76 877 34 33, 663 957 898
 e-mail: willaczarodziejka@o2.pl

HOTELS

BOLKÓW
HOTEL „BOLKÓW” 
 ul. Sienkiewicza 17, 59–420 Bolków 

tel. 75 741 39 95 
tel. 75 741 33 41 
fax 75 741 39 96 
www.hotel-bolkow.pl 
e-mail: reception@hotel-bolkow.pl 

NOWE ROCHOWICE
Zajazd „Przy Kominku”
 Nowe Rochowice 22, 59–420 Bolków 

tel. 75 741 32 99 
tel. kom. 604 973 622 
www.przykominku.pnet.pl 
e-mail: zajazd@przykominku.pnet.pl

PODGÓRKI
GOŚCINIEC KAPELLA
 Podgórki 1c (Kapella), 59-550 

Wojcieszów
 tel. 696 095 479, 664 979 656
 e-mail: kapella@kapella.pl

SADY DOLNE
Pałac Sady Dolne
 Pokoje gościnne 

tel./fax 75 741 48 64 
e-mail:info@palacsadydolne.com

SIEDMICA
Kwatera Myśliwska
 Siedmica 5, 59-411 Paszowice 

tel. 76 871 16 33
 www.kwatera-mysliwska.pl 

e-mail: kontakt@kwatera-mysliwska.pl

ŚWIERZAWA
Dom Rekolekcyjny „NAZARET”
przy Parafii Wniebowzięcia NMP 
w Świerzawie
 Plac Najświętszej Marii Panny 1, 59-540 

Świerzawa
 tel. 75 713-52-32

ŚWINY
Pole Biwakowe „Pod Lasem”
 Świny 17, 59-420 Bolków  

tel. 75 741 43 78, 741 48 35  
tel. kom. 508 677 106 
www.campingpodlasem.pl 
e-mail: info@campingpodlasem.pl 

ZŁOTORYJA
Pałacyk Nad Zalewem
 ul. Sportowa 9, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 76 878-37-78
 www.zokir.pl

Pokoje gościnne na basenie złotoryjskim
 ul. Legnicka 40, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 76 745-83-96
 www.zokir.pl

Szkolne Schronisko Młodzieżowe „Zacisze”
 ul. Kolejowa 2, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel. 76 878-36-74
 www.podn-zlot.prv.pl
 e-mail: zaczisze.zlotoryja@interia.eu

Pensjonat Przy Miłej
 Al. Miła 1, 59-500 Złotoryja
 tel./fax 76 878-39-66
 www.pensjonatprzymilej.pl
 e-mail: pensjonatprzymilej@home.pl
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